Biographies
CHANCELLOR:
John E. Savoth, Esquire
Mr. Savoth is the Association's 85th Chancellor of the Philadelphia Bar Association. A graduate of
Dickinson College and Widener University School of Law, he began his legal career as a law clerk
for the late Hon. James T. McDermott of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, thereafter working
for his legal mentor, Bill Keller, at Keller & Associates, which later became Keller & Savoth. In
1996, Mr. Savoth formed the law offices of John E. Savoth, and in 2003 merged practices with
William Fedullo to create Fedullo & Savoth. In 2007, he became Of Counsel to Saltz Mongeluzzi
Barrett & Bendesky PC. He focuses his practice on personal injury matters including construction,
motor vehicle, and premises and products liability. At the Bar Association, Mr. Savoth has served
in numerous leadership roles including chair of the Board of Governors, secretary and assistant
secretary of the Association, chair of the Young Lawyers Division and co-chair of the Bench-Bar &
Annual Conference, as well as chair or member of various committees. He is a member of the
Commission on Judicial Selection and Retention and a trustee of the Philadelphia Bar Foundation,
as well as a charter member of its Andrew Hamilton Circle. Among his other service roles, Mr.
Savoth is a member of the Board of Directors of the Philadelphia Volunteers for the Indigent
Program (VIP) and the Public Interest Law Center of Philadelphia.
CONFERENCE PLANNERS:
Maria A. Feeley, Esquire
Ms. Feeley is a partner in the Litigation and Dispute Resolution Department of Pepper Hamilton
LLP, resident in the Philadelphia office. Ms. Feeley serves on the firm’s Hiring and Diversity
Committees. She focuses her practice on complex business and commercial disputes, products
liability, franchise, insurance and bad faith litigation. Ms. Feeley represents individuals and
corporations in matters involving breach of contract claims, business disputes and business torts.
Her product liability practice focuses on advising and representing domestic and international
manufacturers, distributors and retailers in lawsuits throughout the United States. Her insurance
practice focuses on representing corporate clients and insurance companies in complex insurance
disputes and bad faith lawsuits, and she has served as national counsel for insurance companies,
managing their litigation and outside counsel throughout the United States. Ms. Feeley is
experienced in resolving matters through negotiation, mediation, arbitration and litigation. Before
joining Pepper in January 2004, she was an associate in the Commercial Litigation and Property
Departments of White and Williams LLP, where she worked extensively on complex commercial
litigation matters, insurance coverage and bad faith lawsuits, products liability and construction
defect cases, and real estate errors and omissions cases. Ms. Feeley is an arbitrator for the
Philadelphia County Court of Common Pleas, and an adjunct professor at Rosemont College,
where she teaches business law and is a regular speaker before industry and bar association
groups. She served as a leader in multiple capacities for the Pennsylvania, Philadelphia and
American Bar Associations. In 2007, she was elected to a three-year term on the Board of
Governors of the Philadelphia Bar Association and in 2007 and 2008 served as co-chair of its
Women in the Profession Committee, in 2009 served as co-chair of its Annual Bench-Bar
Conference, and in 2011 served as chair of its Justice Brennan Jr. Distinguished Award
Committee. She currently serves as the association’s liaison to the American Bar Association’s
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Commission on Women in the Profession. Ms. Feeley chaired the First Women in the Profession
Summit of the Philadelphia Bar Association and the Subcommittee which drafted the Best
Practices for the Retention and Promotion of Women Attorneys. She is the founding member of the
Women in the Profession Public Service Task Force and she co-chaired the Planning Committee
for the 2010 American Bar Association Women In Law Leadership Academy and is a member of
the Executive Council of Pennsylvania Bar Association Commission on Women in the Profession.
Ms. Feeley is a member of the American Bar Association Advisory Panel and, as such, is
periodically asked to provide opinions about the direction of the ABA and issues facing the legal
profession. She also serves on the Executive Board of the Stewards’ Alliance, an organization
dedicated to supporting the special needs schools of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia and the YWI
Advisory Board of Women’s Way, the county’s oldest and largest women’s funding federation. Ms.
Feeley has received numerous legal and professional awards. She provides pro bono legal services
through the Philadelphia Volunteers for the Indigent Program (VIP). She received her B.A., cum
laude, in mathematics and history in 1993 from Rosemont College, where she received a four-year
full-tuition academic scholarship and was inducted into the Delta Epsilon Sigma National Honor
Society. She received her J.D. in 1997 from Washington and Lee University School of Law, where
she served as a case note author and senior articles editor of the Washington and Lee Journal of
Civil Rights and Social Justice, formerly known as the Race and Ethnic Ancestry Law Digest. In
law school, she was appointed to the National Moot Court Team and was a National Moot Court
quarterfinalist and a John W. Davis Moot Court semifinalist.
JUDICIAL FACULTY:
Honorable Mark I. Bernstein
Judge Bernstein has continuously served as a Judge of the First Judicial District of Pennsylvania
since April, 1987. His fellow Judges elected him Secretary of the Court of Common Pleas Board of
Judges. The Supreme Court of Pennsylvania has appointed Judge Bernstein to serve on important
committees concerned with the quality of Justice in Pennsylvania. In 1990, he served on the
Judicial Study Committee of Philadelphia, which prepared a comprehensive analysis of the
Philadelphia Court system and made significant recommendations for reform. He presently serves
on the Civil Jury Instruction Subcommittee of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, which annually
publishes Standard Jury Instructions for use by Judges and lawyers in civil trials. He also serves
on the Supreme Court Medical Malpractice Mediation Task Force encouraging alternatives to
litigation in malpractice claims. Judge Bernstein serves on the Commerce Court of the First
Judicial District. In December of 1995, Judge Bernstein designed and implemented the case
management system for all Civil Major Jury cases in Philadelphia County. “Day Forward Case
Management” is a system for judicial control from initiation to resolution of the 7,000 Major Jury
cases annually filed in Philadelphia. As a result of “Day Forward Case Management” the
Philadelphia County Civil Court, where 6 year delays to trial were once commonplace, maintains a
current civil caseload with resolution within two years of initiation. As a result of Judge
Bernstein’s activities in Judicial Management and Reform he is the recipient of the Foundation for
Improvement of Justice Annual Award, for innovative programs which have proven effective and
can serve as a model practice. Judge Bernstein writes extensively on the law particularly in the
area of expert testimony. He is the author of “Pennsylvania Rules of Evidence with Comments and
Annotations by Honorable Mark I. Bernstein” published by Gann Law Books. He was Chairman of
the Board of Editors for "The Bill of Rights: A Bicentennial View" and contributed two essays:
"Judicial Decision Making" and "A Meditation on Judicial Morality" to "The Judge's Book"
published by the American Bar Association and the National Judicial College. His comprehensive
analysis of "Expert Testimony in Pennsylvania” was published by the Temple Law Review in 1995.
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Articles authored by Judge Bernstein have appeared in "Judicature", "Court Review", "The
Responsive Community", "The Philadelphia Lawyer", and "Trial Magazine". Judge Bernstein has
addressed Judges and lawyers nationwide on the law and courtroom procedure. He has served on
the faculty of the National Judicial College. After graduating from the University of Pennsylvania
Law School and before taking the bench in 1987, Judge Bernstein was in the private practice of
law specializing in litigation.
Honorable Genece E. Brinkley
Judge Brinkley has served as a judge of the Court of Common Pleas for more than eighteen years
and has handled criminal, civil and family law cases. Prior to being elected as a judge in 1993, she
was in private practice, where she handled personal injury, family law, and business law cases.
She served as Hearing Examiner for the Philadelphia Gas Commission and as co-counsel for the
City of Philadelphia in litigation and on municipal bond issues. Originally from Nashville,
Tennessee she is a graduate of Temple University Beasley School of Law and Spelman College in
Atlanta, Georgia.
Honorable Charles B. Burr, II
Judge Burr was elected to his first ten-year term on the Delaware County Court of Common Pleas
in November 1999 and was re-elected in 2009. In 2011, Judge Burr assumed Senior Judge status.
He is a graduate of Yale University and the University of Pennsylvania School of Law. Senior
Judge Burr is currently serving in the Civil Trial Division and has been assigned numerous major
jury and non-jury cases involving medical malpractice, products liability, premises liability, Dram
Shop Act/negligence claims, defamation actions, automobile negligence, automobile license
suspension appeals, class actions, Minimum Wage Act/Wage Payment and Collection Law Claims,
consumer fraud, insurer’s bad faith, insurance coverage issues, injunctive relief, tax assessment
appeals, zoning hearing board appeals, business dissolutions, breach of contract, fiduciary
surcharge and shareholders’ derivative actions. He is also the presiding Judge for all Mass Tort
Litigation. Prior to his election to the Bench, Senior Judge Burr had 34 years experience as a trial
attorney, in both criminal and civil cases, and as a professional mediator/arbitrator. He served as
an Assistant United States Attorney for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania from 1969 to 1972.
In addition, from 1993 to 1999 he volunteered his services as a Judge Pro Tempore to assist
Delaware and Philadelphia Counties in the reduction of the unacceptable level of backlogged cases
in those courts. From 1992 to 1996, Senior Judge Burr was an Adjunct Professor at the Villanova
School of Law teaching a course in Civil Pretrial Practice. He also served as the Radnor Township
Zoning Hearing Board Solicitor for 25 years (1975-2000). He has published opinions which have
addressed diverse and complex issues. Senior Judge Burr has also authored numerous articles for
legal and medical journals and has been a frequent lecturer at continuing legal education
programs sponsored by the Pennsylvania Conference of State Trial Judges, the Pennsylvania Bar
Institute, the Pennsylvania Association for Justice, and the Philadelphia and Delaware County
Bar Associations on issues relating to civil litigation including the management of civil trials,
medical malpractice and the settlement of cases. Since 2000, he has been a faculty member of the
Academy of Advocacy at Temple University James E. Beasley School of Law.
Honorable Ronald D. Castille
Ronald D. Castille (born March 16, 1944) is the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania. He was the District Attorney of the City of Philadelphia from 1986 until 1991 and is
a member of the Republican Party. He is also an amputee (requiring the use of crutches), having
lost his leg to enemy gunfire while serving as a Marine platoon commander during the Vietnam
War. Justice Castille received a B.S. in Economics from Auburn University in 1966. Following
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graduation was commissioned an officer in the United States Marine Corps in Vietnam where he
served as a platoon commander in 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines. On March 16, 1967, Justice Castille
was conducting a Search and destroy mission with his company in Duc Pho, Quang Ngai Province
when they came under attack from a Viet Cong battalion. During the fighting, he was seriously
wounded and fell, unable to move. One of his Marines, Angel Mendez shielded him and then
carried him to friendly lines, which were more than seventy-five meters away. During this action
Mendez was hit in the shoulder and two of his comrades rushed to help him with Justice Castille
but Mendez refused to let go of Justice Castille and chose to act as rear man. Mendez continued to
shield his Lieutenant with his own body until he was mortally wounded. For his actions Mendez
was posthumously awarded the Navy Cross and promoted to Sergeant. Following his medical
retirement from the Marine Corps in 1968, Justice Castille received his J.D. from the University of
Virginia School of Law. In 1986, he was elected District Attorney of Philadelphia and served until
1991 when he unsuccessfully ran for mayor. Prior to his election to the Supreme Court, he was in
private practice as a civil litigator for Reed Smith Shaw & McClay in Philadelphia. He was elected
to the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania in 1993. On January 14, 2008, the Justice Castille was
sworn in as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania.
Honorable Carolyn T. Carluccio
Elected to the Montgomery County Court of Common Pleas in November of 2009, Judge Carluccio
has been transferred to Civil Court for 2012 after sitting for 2 years on the Family Court Bench.
Previous to taking the Bench, Judge Carluccio enjoyed a diverse and successful legal career,
primarily in the public sector. She began her career as a federal prosecutor in United States
Attorney’s Office for 9 years where she prosecuted large scale drug dealers, white-collar fraud, and
health care crimes. Thereafter, she became the first woman Chief Public Defender for Montgomery
County. She also served as the Chief Deputy Solicitor for the County, where she supervised
contract negotiations, real estate transactions, personnel, and open space. She represented the
county in litigation over the Barnes Foundation art gallery and negotiated the purchase of a $27
million dollar building saving taxpayers over a million dollars in broker and legal fees. While
serving as solicitor, she was unanimously appointed by the Board of County Commissioners as
Acting Director of Human Resources for 3700 county employees. Judge Carluccio has trained both
attorneys and law enforcement personnel in topics including drug interdiction, asset forfeiture,
money laundering, white collar crime, family law issues and trial advocacy. She has received
numerous awards and commendations from the U.S. Treasury Department, DEA, FBI, Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, Secret Service, U.S. Army, and local civics groups. In addition to
the Bar Association and PBA, Judge Carluccio remains active in several community and charity
endeavors. She, her husband Tom, also a lawyer, and three sons live in Blue Bell.
Honorable Thomas M. DelRicci
Judge DelRicci is the Administrative Judge of the Civil Division of Montgomery County and the
Past President of the Pennsylvania Conference of State Trial Judges. He has served as a judge
since 1998, after previously serving as an attorney in Montgomery and Philadelphia counties. He
is a graduate of St. Joseph’s Prep, St. Joseph’s University and Loyola University School of Law.
Honorable Pamela P. Dembe
Judge Dembe has been a Common Pleas judge for 20 years and is the President Judge of the
Common Pleas Court. She is a graduate of Temple University School of Law and has lived in
Philadelphia for approximately 40 years. Judge Dembe is the Past President of the State Trial
Judges organization, the Pennsylvania Bar Association’s Criminal Law Section, the Brehon Law
Society, and the Friends of the Free Library of Philadelphia. Presently, she is Secretary of the
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Board of the Free Library of Philadelphia as well as an officer of the Temple Inn of Court and a
member of the Board of the Lawyers’ Club of Philadelphia.
Honorable Holly J. Ford
Judge Ford received her J.D. from Rutgers School of Law, Camden, New Jersey. She currently
serves as a Court of Common Pleas Judge dealing in Family Court, Domestic Relations. Judge
Ford had been an Adjunct Professor at CCP for the past seventeen years in the Paralegal Studies
Program. She is co-chair of the Family Law Division of the Judicial Education Committee and the
Meet the Judge’s Program for the Court of Common Pleas.
Honorable Idee C. Fox
Judge Fox attended the State University of New York at Stony Brook, and received her Bachelor of
Arts degree in 1974. She graduated from the Washington University School of Law in St. Louis,
Missouri. Upon her return to Philadelphia, she was admitted to the Bar in 1977. A practicing
attorney for 18 years, she began her legal career as a sole practitioner in a neighborhood law office.
In November 1995, Judge Fox was elected to the Court of Common Pleas, Philadelphia County.
She was retained for an additional ten years in 2005. Judge Fox served in the Family Court,
Domestic Relations Division, from 1995 to 2008, serving as Supervising Judge from December
2000 to January 2006. In January 2008, Judge Fox was transferred to the Civil Trial Division,
and is currently assigned to the Motion Program. Judge Fox has participated in numerous
continuing education programs. She is currently a member of the Education Committee of the
Pennsylvania Conference of State Trial Judges.
Honorable John W. Herron
Judge Herron was elected to the bench in November, 1987, re-elected to a second ten year term in
November, 1997 and re-elected to a third term in 2007. He has held various assignments in the
Criminal Section and subsequently in the Civil Section of the Trial Division and has served on
numerous judicial committees including serving as Chair of the Judicial Accountability Committee
and the Civil Management Committee. From January, 1996 to February, 2002, Judge Herron was
appointed by the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania as the Administrative Judge of the Trial Division
and supervised 70 judges assigned to the Civil and Criminal Programs, as well as approximately
1,000 Court employees in this largest of three divisions of the Court. He worked to modernize and
streamline the civil complaint, motion and discovery filing processes, initiated a Commercial Law
Civil Trial Program and organized the Court into judicial teams, a greatly improved method for
achieving significant dispositions of cases. Among the many accomplishments under his tenure
were the reduction of the civil major jury backlog from 13,000 cases to 6, 500; implementation of a
Jury Scofflaw Court and improved community acceptance of jury service; relocation of the 600
member Probation and Pretrial Divisions to a new functionally designed building and
reorganization of the Department for enhanced parole and probation services; and settlement of a
30 year old prison litigation case (Jackson v. Hendrick). His administration was widely lauded for
innovations that improved both the efficiency of the court and the treatment of those who come
before it. In November, 2011, the Supreme Court again appointed Judge Herron as the
Administrative Judge of the Trial Division and shortly thereafter designated him Chair of the
Administrative Governing Board, in charge of the entire governance of the First Judicial District.
The Commerce Program created by Judge Herron was then and remains today the only such
program in Pennsylvania and has been universally hailed and recognized for its excellence. Judge
Herron, while serving as the Administrative Judge, served as one of the two judges in the
Commerce Court program and authored over 150 opinions while performing the assignment.
During his judicial service, Judge Herron has appeared frequently as a lecturer and panelist in
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various continuing legal education programs and has taught law school courses in both
Professional Responsibility and Trial Advocacy. From 1993 to 1996, he served as a gubernatorial
appointee to the constitutionally created Judicial Conduct Board. He has held memberships in the
Temple Inn of Court and the University of Pennsylvania Law School Inn of Court and is a member
of the Junior Legal Club. He has received numerous awards including the American Legion
Service Award (1999), the Philadelphia Bar Association Person of the Year (1998), the Bar
Association’s Brennan Award as a distinguished jurist in October, 2011 and received the
Pennsylvania Bar Association’s highest rating in 2003 as a candidate for election to the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court. Judge Herron received a B.A. from Duke University in 1966 and a
J.D. from Dickinson Law School in 1969.
Honorable Richard B. Klein (ret.)
Judge Klein retired from the bench after 36 years of service on the trial and appellate courts to
join The Dispute Resolution Institute, providing arbitration, mediation, and appellate advising
services. When Judge Klein was elected to the Superior Court of Pennsylvania in 2001, he
received a “highly recommended” rating from the Pennsylvania Bar Association and the
endorsement of every major newspaper in the State that made judicial endorsements. He was a
trial judge on the Court of Common Pleas of Philadelphia since 1971, when he was the youngest
judge in the history of Pennsylvania. He is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Amherst College and an
honors graduate of Harvard Law School. Judge Klein is a member of the Supreme Court Appellate
Rules Committee. He is founder and chair emeritus of the Pennsylvania Bar Association Plain
English Committee and is a member of the House of Delegates of the PBA. Judge Klein is coauthor of the West Publication book, Trial Communication Skills, written with Body Language
author Julius Fast and international lawyer Roberto Aron. He served as the vice-chair of the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court's Pennsylvania Futures Commission for Justice in the 21st Century.
Judge Klein frequently lectures on Effective Writing, Trial and Appellate Advocacy, Alternative
Dispute Resolution, and other topics. He received Mediation Training both at the National Judicial
College and at the American Bar Association Mediation Training for Judges. Judge Klein is the
educational leader for legal-study tours sponsored by the Corporation for Professional Conferences,
having led 16 such trips, including trips to Russia, China, Greece, Egypt, and the Czech Republic
and Hungary, Vietnam and most recently, South Africa. He served for fifteen years as an adjunct
lecturer at Temple University Law School teaching trial advocacy and legal writing. He also is the
drummer and leader of the jazz groups, “The Reading Terminals” and "The Fifth Amendment."
Honorable Marlene F. Lachman
Judge Lachman was elected to the Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas in 1995 and re-elected in
2005. Before going on the bench she served as Prothonotary of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court
and Deputy General Counsel, Office of General Counsel for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
Judge Lachman formerly practiced as a civil litigator at Bernstein, Bernstein and Harrison and at
Mesirov, Gelman, Jaffe, Cramer and Jamison in the areas of medical malpractice, products
liability and general commercial litigation. She has been active in the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
and American Bar Associations, having served on the Board of Governors and as Chair of the YLS
of the Philadelphia Bar Association and in the House of Delegates of the Pennsylvania Bar
Association. Judge Lachman has also served as a hearing panel member for the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court Disciplinary Board, and as Parliamentarian of the National Conference of
Appellate Court Clerks. She is involved in numerous professional and civic organizations and has
served on various boards including the boards of the Pennsylvania Conference of State Trial
Judges, Philadelphia Trial Lawyers Association, Federation of Jewish Agencies of Greater
Philadelphia, Gratz College, Temple University General Alumni Association and the University of
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Pennsylvania Law Alumni Board of Managers. Judge Lachman is a frequent lecturer on trial
practice and for five years chaired the Judicial Education Committee of the Philadelphia Court of
Common Pleas.
Honorable Sandra Mazer Moss
Judge Moss, a member of the First Judicial District of Pennsylvania, is the Founder and
Coordinating judge of Philadelphia’s nationally recognized Complex Litigation Center. In that
capacity, she has created ground breaking case management procedures in Mass Tort Litigation
particularly in Asbestos and eighteen Pharmaceutical Programs. She presently supervises over
9,000 mass tort cases and eight trial judges. Judge Moss was a founding member and chair of the
State Judges Mass Tort Litigation Committee (MTLC founded in 1991), which was the first
national organization to develop common approaches to problems in mass tort litigation and for
eight years was a standing committee of the Conference of Chief Justices. She also testified before
the United States Senate Judiciary Committee concerning legislative and judicial solutions to the
asbestos problem nationwide and addressed the Conference of Chief Justices and the Federal
Court’s Multi-District Litigation Judges on managing complex litigation. Judge Moss is chair of
the First Judicial District’s Civil Rules Committee and an executive committee member of the
Pennsylvania Conference of State Trial Judges. She is vice president of the Temple University
Beasley School of Law’s Alumni Association and current Chancellor of the Brandeis Law Society.
Judge Moss was the 2007-2008 President of the Temple American Inn of Court and is a National
Trustee of the American Inns of Court. She was selected to represent the American Inns of Court
at the 2011 opening of the United Kingdom’s Court year in London. Judge Moss received the
Philadelphia Bar Association’s 2007 Justice William J. Brennan Jr. Distinguished Jurist Award
which recognizes a jurist who adheres to the highest ideals of judicial service. She was also
selected as the Beasley School of Law’s Certificate of Honor Recipient at Temple University’s
Founder’s Day Celebration in 2008. In 2010 the Philadelphia Legal Intelligencer honored her as a
Woman of Distinction. The State Civil Litigation Section of the Bar Association at their annual
meeting in 2011 recognized and honored Judge Moss for her distinguished service and dedication
to their organization and to the Court. Judge Moss has been a faculty member at the National
Judicial College since 1992 teaching Civil Procedure and Complex Litigation to Judges across the
country. In recognition for her service and dedication, the National Judicial College honored her
with the Advancement of Justice Award in 2011. She has also taught at Temple University’s
Beasley School of Law, Widener Law School, Drexel University Honors Program, Philadelphia City
Solicitor’s Office, Philadelphia and Pennsylvania Bar Associations, Pennsylvania Bar Institute and
the Pennsylvania Conference of State Trial Judges. As coordinating Judge of the Court’s Mass
Tort Program she has been invited to speak about her creative case management procedures at
numerous Asbestos and Pharmaceutical conferences nationwide. She received a B.S. in journalism
and a J.D. from Temple University and practiced law for eight and a half years specializing in
medical malpractice, products liability and toxic torts.
Honorable Patricia A. McInerney
Judge McInerney was elected to a seat on the Court of Common Pleas for the First Judicial
District of Pennsylvania in November, 1995. At that time she was assigned to the Trial Division
where she presided over major criminal and civil trials. Judge McInerney was retained for a
second term in November, 2005. Judge McInerney is an honors graduate of Colgate University,
Hamilton, New York where she received both B.A. and M.A. degrees. She received her J.D. degree
from Temple University Law School, now known as the James E. Beasley School of Law, where
she also serves as an adjunct professor of trial advocacy. Judge McInerney has served as a Team
Leader in the Criminal Division, as Civil Motions judge, in the Major Civil Jury Program and

ix

currently is assigned to the Commerce Program. Judge McInerney served for five years as CoChair of the First Judicial District Education Committee and currently serves as co-chair of the
Subcommittee on Ethics. She served a term as a First Judicial District representative to the
Executive Committee of the Pennsylvania Conference of State Trial Judges and two terms as a
member of the Conference’s Ethics Committee. She was appointed to the Pennsylvania Supreme
Court’s Task Force on Racial and Gender Fairness in the Courts, Sexual Assault Subcommittee,
serves on several committees of the National Association of Women Judges and is a member of the
Temple Inn of Court.
Honorable Robert J. Mellon
In July 1992, Judge Mellon was appointed to fill a vacancy on the Bucks County Court of Common
Pleas. He served from July 1992 through January 1994. He returned to private practice at
Mellon, Wesbter & Mellon in Doylestown, Pennsylvania as a partner. There he represented clients
in professional negligence, products liability and negligence litigation. In November 2001, he was
elected to serve a 10 year term in the Bucks County Court of Common Pleas, beginning January
2002. Currently Judge Mellon is the Administrative Judge of both Civil Litigation and
Dependency Court. Prior to his return to the bench in January 2002, Judge Mellon assisted
attorneys in resolving their cases as an arbitrator/mediator. He has been an Adjunct Faculty
member of the Rutgers University Law School, Camden since 1985. He has taught Evidence I,
Advanced Evidence, Pre-Trial Advocacy and Trial Advocacy. Judge Mellon received his B.S. in
Sociology from LaSalle University, 1974 and his J.D. from Suffolk University Law School, 1977.
Honorable Marsha H. Neifield
President Judge Neifield was elected to the Philadelphia Municipal Court in 1997. During her
years on the bench, Judge Neifield has served on various committees and panels including the
Domestic Violence Law Enforcement Committee, Criminal Justice Rules Committee, the Bail
Commissioners (now Arraignment Court Magistrates) Committee, PARS Committee and the
Criminal Justice Advisory Board and several of its sub-committees. Under her direction new case
management procedures were initiated in order to streamline protracted cases and she was
instrumental in centralizing and developing the court’s present Mental Health program. In
January 2009, Judge Neifield was unanimously elected by her colleagues to serve a five-year term
as President Judge. In addition to her court duties, Judge Neifield has presented to elementary
and high school students on the criminal justice system and has participated in Career Day
Panels. She is a newly appointed member of the Temple Inns of Court and is slated to begin a term
as a Pennsylvania Bar Association Zone Representative. Judge Neifield also serves on the Board
of Genesis II. She is a graduate of Syracuse University and received her law degree from Temple
University School of Law.
Honorable Dante R. Pellegrini
Judge Pellegrini is a Judge of the Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania, assuming office in
January 1990. He was elected as President Judge of Commonwealth Court in January 2011.
Prior to assuming the bench, Judge Pellegrini was City Solicitor for the City of Pittsburgh from
1982 until 1990. From 1985 to 1990, he was a trustee and member of the Executive Committee of
the National Institute of Municipal Law Officers, a group of 1,800 city and county attorneys from
the United States and Canada. He received his B.A. in 1967 and his J.D. in 1970 from Duquesne
University School of Law. He has taught at the Institute of Judicial Administration at the New
York University School of Law and has taught at the National Judicial College.

x

Honorable Nitza I. Quinones Alejandro
n 1990, Judge Quiñones Alejandro was nominated by Governor Robert P. Casey, Sr., for a judicial
appointment and was confirmed by the Senate on December 9, l991. In the interim, she was
elected the first Hispanic female judge of the Court of Common Pleas, Philadelphia County, and
retained in 2001 and 2011. Her former employment practice was in Philadelphia with the
Department of Veterans Affairs, Office of District Counsel, the Department of Health & Human
Services, Social Security Administration, Office of Hearings and Appeals, and Community Legal
Services, Inc. Judge Quiñones Alejandro’s first judicial assignment was to the Felony Waiver
Program, and as of 1996, she has been assigned to the Civil Trial Division. She served as Team
Leader for the 1999, 2000 and 2001 Day Froward Programs, and is currently the Team Leader for
the Day Forward 2010 Program. Judge Quiñones Alejandro has served on numerous community
and professional organizations. She participated in the ACE Program sponsored jointly by the
Philadelphia Bar Association and the School District of Philadelphia, other Bench-Bar
Conferences, and on the Pennsylvania Supreme Court’s Task Force on Racial and Gender Fairness
in the Court. Presently, she is a member of the Ethics Committee of the Pennsylvania Conference
of State Trial Judges. Judge Quiñones Alejandro is a graduate of University of Puerto Rico, Rio
Piedras, campus, School of Law, and School of Business. She attended Central Michigan
University as an exchange undergraduate student.
Honorable L. Felipe Restrepo
Judge Restrepo, born in Medellin, Colombia, was raised in Northern Virginia and was sworn in as
a United States Citizen on September 7, 1993. He graduated from the University of Pennsylvania
and Tulane Law School and worked as a Defender in Philadelphia in both the local and federal
courts before entering private practice. Judge Restrepo was a partner in the firm of Krasner &
Restrepo until June of 2006 when he was sworn in as a United States Magistrate Judge for the
Eastern District of Pennsylvania. He is an adjunct professor at Temple University Law School and
was an adjunct professor at the University of Pennsylvania Law School from 1997-2009 where he
was appointed the Irving R. Segal Lecturer in advocacy. Judge Restrepo’s publications have
appeared in The Legal Intelligencer, The National Law Journal and the ABA's Criminal Justice
magazine. In 1995, he received the New American/New Freedom Committee Award from the Balch
Institute in Philadelphia "In Appreciation for Outstanding Service to the Greater Philadelphia
Community and the Nation." In 2000, Judge Restrepo was awarded the Cesare Beccaria Award by
the Criminal Law Section of the Philadelphia Bar Association and the Justinian Society for his
commitment to criminal justice issues and teaching services. In 2004, he received the Gideon
Award presented by Temple Law School for demonstrating a commitment to ensuring the indigent
are afforded competent counsel. In 2010, Judge Restrepo was awarded ”La Justicia” award by the
Hispanic Bar Association of Pennsylvania and the Justice William J. Brennan Jr. Distinguished
Jurist Award by the Philadelphia Bar Association. He is a past President of the Hispanic Bar
Association of Pennsylvania and has served on numerous boards including the Board of Governors
of the Philadelphia Bar Association, the Philadelphia Bar Association's Commission on Judicial
Selection and Retention, the Defender Board of Directors and the Russell Byers Charter School.
Honorable Angeles Roca
Judge Roca is presently a Judge in the Domestic Relations Division of the Court of Common Pleas
in Philadelphia County. She received her BA from Temple University and her J.D. from Villanova
University School of Law. Upon graduating from law school, Judge Roca entered into private
practice as a sole practitioner with a focus on Family Law. In 2005 and 2006, she was named one
of Pennsylvania Super Lawyers by Philadelphia Magazine. In 2008, she was named one of
Delaware Valley’s Most Influential Latinos by Impacto Latino Newspaper and the Council of
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Spanish Speaking Organizations Inc. She was appointed to the bench in 2008 by the Honorable
Edward Randell and subsequently elected to a 10 year term. She currently serves as a Board
Member for HOPE Partnership for Education and Self Help, Inc. She is a member of NACOPRO
(National Conference of Puerto Rico Women), The American Judges Association, The National Bar
Association Judicial Council Clifford Scott Green Chapter, and the Hispanic Bar Association.
Judge Roca lectures on a regular basis to the legal community as well as other community and
professional organizations.
Honorable Cynthia M. Rufe
Judge Rufe is a Judge of the United States District Court, Eastern District of Pennsylvania. She
assumed her commission on June 10, 2002, and currently presides over civil and criminal cases in
federal court. Prior to her appointment to the federal bench, Judge Rufe served as a Judge of the
Court of Common Pleas of Bucks County, Pennsylvania where she presided over criminal, juvenile,
civil and family cases. Prior to her election to the trial court in 1993, she maintained law offices,
practicing civil and criminal litigation, family law, specializing in child abuse cases and serving as
Solicitor for the Bucks County Children and Youth Social Services Agency. Before entering private
practice in 1982, Judge Rufe served Bucks County as Deputy Public Defender, and also
coordinated that office’s Juvenile Division, representing delinquent, dependent, abused and
neglected children. In 1999, the Supreme Court of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania appointed
her to the Appellate Procedural Rules Committee. She also served on the Education Committee of
the Pennsylvania State Trial Judges Conference and was responsible for presenting educational
programs to the state trial judges at their bi-annual conferences. Since her appointment to the
federal bench, Judge Rufe has been designated a visiting judge, sitting by designation with the
Third Circuit Court of Appeals. She was also appointed to lead the Multi-District Litigation for
the diabetes drug, Avandia, one of the largest mass-tort MDLs in the federal system, and more
recently was appointed to lead the Zoloft MDL. Judge Rufe also serves on the Third Circuit Court
of Appeals Judicial Council Committee on Magistrate Judges. She represents her Court as a
Director of the Federal Judges Association and a member of its Executive Committee. She is also a
member of the National Association of Women Judges, the Historical Societies of the Third Circuit
Court of Appeals and the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, the Temple American Inn of Court, and
the Justinian Society. She served as President of the Temple American Inn of Court in 2008-2009,
which was awarded the Circle of Excellence Distinction for that term by the American Inns of
Court and continues to serve on its Executive Committee. Judge Rufe recently led a group of
judges, attorneys and law professors on a legal tour to Rome, Italy as ambassadors of the Inns of
Court to promote professional associations with the Italian Judiciary, in particular the Supreme
Court of Italy, Parliament and legislators, the Italian Bar and academia. Judge Rufe and
members of the tour also taught law classes at La Sapienza University. She has been a faculty
member of the TIPS National Trial Academy, sponsored by the American Bar Association and the
American Board of Trial Advocates, and regularly presents legal and ethics courses to litigation
sections of the ABA, the Pennsylvania Bar Institute, state and local bar associations, as well as the
Eastern District of Pennsylvania outreach programs. Judge Rufe most recently participated on
panels addressing multi-district and complex litigation, class actions, civility, product liability,
personal injury, patent, trademark and copyright law, electronic discovery, alternative dispute
resolution, and employment law for national, state and/or local bar associations. Judge Rufe has
also served on Eastern District Court committees, including the Public Interest, Jury, Criminal
Business, Bankruptcy, Retreat and Education committees, and currently chairs the Court’s
Judicial Outreach and Public Relations Committee which presents numerous civics and legal
educational programs to students, law schools, the Bar and the public. She received a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Political Science and Education from Adelphi University, New York and a Juris
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Doctor degree from the State University of New York at Buffalo Law School. Prior to entering the
legal profession, Judge Rufe taught high school social studies and American history in Bristol
Borough, Pennsylvania.
Honorable Todd B. Seelig
Judge Seelig has served as a Workers’ Compensation Judge for the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania since 1996. He sits in the Philadelphia District. Judge Seelig is a member of the
faculty of Villanova University School of Law, as an Adjunct Professor of Law, where he earned his
J.D. He is the current co-editor of the treatise, Barbieri, Pennsylvania Workers’ Compensation. In
2003, Judge Seelig was elected and served as the chair of the Pennsylvania Bar Association, YLD.
He is a past member of the Board of Governors of the Pennsylvania Bar Association and a current
member of the Pennsylvania Bar Association’s Workers' Compensation Section Council. Judge
Seelig is a Lifetime Fellow of the Pennsylvania Bar Foundation. He served as president of the
Pennsylvania Workers’ Compensation Judges Professional Association from 2003-2007. Judge
Seelig is a former co-chair of the Philadelphia Bar Association Workers’ Compensation Section. He
is a past chair of the American Bar Association’s Workers' Compensation and Employer's Liability
Committee of the Tort Trial and Insurance Practice Section (TIPS). He currently serves on the
editorial board of The Brief for TIPS.
Honorable Robert J. Shenkin
Judge Shenkin has been a judge on the Court of Common Pleas of Chester County, Pennsylvania,
since 1990. Prior to becoming a judge, he was in private practice for 20 years with the firm of
MacElree, Harvey, Gallagher & Featherman, Ltd. where he engaged in the general practice of law.
Prior to that Judge Shenkin was law clerk to the Honorable Herbert S. Levin. Judge Shenkin was
born in Philadelphia in 1944 and has lived in Chester County since 1972. He is a 1965 graduate of
the University of Michigan and in 1970 received his J.D. with distinction from Duke University
School of Law in 1970 where he won the American Jurisprudence Award in Jurisprudence and was
a member of the National Moot Court Team. Judge Shenkin has completed the General
Jurisdiction Course of the National Judicial College and other continuing judicial education
courses from the Judicial Education Program of the AEI-Brookings Joint Center for Regulatory
Studies. Judge Shenkin served on the Board of Supervisors of West Whiteland Township for over
11 years. He is a member of the Board of Directors of the Alan Ameche Memorial Foundation and
a former member of the Board of Trustees of Delaware Valley Friends School, Paoli. He is a
member of the Pennsylvania Conference of State Trial Judges and of the American, Pennsylvania,
and Chester County Bar Associations. He served two terms as a member of the Board of
Governors of the Pennsylvania Bar Association. Additionally, he has served on numerous
national, state and local bar association committees. He formerly chaired the Pennsylvania Bar
Association’s Committee on Mandatory Continuing Legal Education and the Association’s
Municipal Law Section.
Honorable Correale F. Stevens
Superior Court President Judge Correale F. Stevens is a graduate of Penn State University and
the Dickinson School of Law, where he served as associate editor of the Dickinson Law Review.
Elected to the statewide appellate Superior Court in 1997, he is a former member of the
Pennsylvania House of Representatives, District Attorney and trial judge. He was engaged in the
private general practice of law, and served as Hazleton City Solicitor. He was named Outstanding
Young Pennsylvanian by the state Jaycee organization and served on the executive board of the
Wilkes-Barre Law and Library Association, as well as on the boards of numerous charitable
organizations. President Judge Stevens regularly speaks for Continuing Legal Education seminars
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and is active in the Pennsylvania and Philadelphia Bar Associations. He will preside over special
argument court sessions of the Superior Court to be held this year at Penn State Dickinson Law
School and Temple Law School.
Honorable Allan L. Tereshko
Judge Tereshko sits on the Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas and currently supervises the Day
Forward 2010 Program which has all of the Major Jury cases filed in 2010. Prior to this
appointment he supervised various Day Forward Programs. In May 2007 Judge Tereshko was
assigned Coordinating Judge of the Complex Litigation Center where he supervised eight civil
trial judges and support staff for trial preparation and trial. He also supervised and coordinated
all Major Non-Jury and Arbitration Appeals cases. Prior to his appointment to the Complex
Litigation Center, Judge Tereshko served as Supervising Judge for the Domestic Relations Branch
of the Court of Common Pleas, Family Court Division. Judge Tereshko has lectured for the
Philadelphia and Pennsylvania bar associations as well as for the Pennsylvania Bar Institute. He
received his B.A. from Temple University and his J.D. from the Temple University School of Law.
Honorable David N. Wecht
Judge Wecht has served on the Superior Court of Pennsylvania since January 2012. Judge Wecht
was “Highly Recommended” by the Pennsylvania Bar Association, and was elected statewide to a
ten year term in November 2011. The Superior Court of Pennsylvania is one of the busiest
appellate courts in the United States of America. Judge Wecht served as a trial judge on the
Court of Common Pleas for Pennsylvania’s Fifth Judicial District from February 2003 to January
2012. Over nearly nine years on the trial bench, Judge Wecht presided extensively in both the
Civil and Family Divisions. From January 2009 to January 2011, Judge Wecht served by
appointment of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania as Administrative Judge of the Family
Division, which encompasses both domestic relations cases and cases of juvenile dependency and
delinquency. As Administrative Judge, Judge Wecht designed and implemented several reforms
and innovations, including the Unified Family Court, the local rule on parenting coordination, and
improved conflict counsel appointments in juvenile cases. Prior to taking the bench, Judge Wecht
was twice elected as Allegheny County’s Register of Wills and Clerk of Orphan’s Court. In that
capacity, he pioneered innovations that included creation of a free will consultation program for
seniors and authorship of a state law that prevents accused murderers from controlling their
victims’ estates. Judge Wecht is a 1984 Summa Cum Laude, Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Yale,
where he was a National Merit Scholar and earned Yale College Distinction in both history and
political science. At The Yale Law School, Judge Wecht was selected as Notes Editor of The Yale
Law Journal, and as an Editor of both the Yale Law & Policy Review and the Yale Journal of
International Law. After graduating from The Yale Law School in 1987, Judge Wecht served as
Law Clerk to U.S. Circuit Judge George MacKinnon on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C.
Circuit in Washington, D.C., and received the Award for Distinguished Service in that position.
Judge Wecht then practiced law continuously with firms in Washington, D.C. and Pittsburgh until
he took the bench in February 2003. A frequent lecturer and author, Judge Wecht currently
serves as an Adjunct Professor at Duquesne University School of Law, an Adjunct Instructor at the
Graduate School of Public and International Affairs at the University of Pittsburgh, and a Fellow
of the Allegheny County Bar Foundation. He is a former member of the Executive Committee of
the Pennsylvania Conference of State Trial Judges. He has served on a number of civic and
community boards, including the Pennsylvania Supreme Court’s Domestic Relations Procedural
Rules Committee, the Law Enforcement Advisory Committee of the Pennsylvania Commission on
Crime and Delinquency, the Criminal Justice Advisory Committee of the Community College of
Allegheny County, the Juvenile Court Judges Commission, the Amen Corner, and others.
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Honorable John M. Younge
Judge Younge, a native Philadelphian, was elected to a ten year term on the Court of Common
Pleas in 1995 and was re-elected in 2005. Raised in the southwest section of the city, he is a
product of the Philadelphia Public School system and a member of the 232nd graduating class of
Central High School in 1973. Judge Younge earned a degree in Business Administration from
Boston University in 1977 and in 1981. He received his Juris Doctor Degree from the prestigious
Howard University School of Law. His previous employment was Deputy Executive Director and
General Counsel, Redevelopment Authority of Philadelphia (1985 to 1995), Attorney and
Counselor at Law (1982 to 1985), and he also had his own community based, private law practice.
He continues to teach legal education for judges and lawyers and is an adjunct professor at the
Delaware County Community College. His Civic / Church involvements are Chairman, Board of
Directors of the West Philadelphia Community Mental Health Consortium; Chairman, Board of
Directors of New Life Credit Union; Board Member of the Central High School Alumni; Member of
the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Mu Omega Chapter; Co-Chairman, Board of Finance of the Deacons
Board of Sharon Baptist Church; & Board Member of the Cobbs’ Creek Community Environmental
Education Center. His professional involvements are Member, PA Conference of State Trial
Judges; Member, Clifford Scott Green Chapter, NBA Judicial Council; Member, Pennsylvania Bar
Association, House of Delegates; Member, Philadelphia Bar Association. He received his Masters
of Judicial Studies degree from the University of Nevada, Reno in August, 2011.
FACULTY:
Mitchell E. Benson, CPA, MT, CFF
Mr. Benson specializes in matrimonial litigation support, real estate tax planning and compliance,
and tax and consulting for closely held businesses. He has been a partner with Savran Benson
LLP for 25 years after having been employed by the accounting firms Coopers & Lybrand and
Touche Ross & Co. Working with attorneys in divorce litigation and settlement, Mr. Benson is
responsible for preparing and responding to formal and informal discovery requests; calculating
income available for support; performing asset analysis for marital and non-marital components,
value, and tax attributes; and actively participating in dispute resolution. He has been retained as
an expert, a consultant, and as a special assistant in arbitration. Through testimony in court and
negotiations in conference proceedings, he is thoroughly familiar with and accustomed to
preparing the financial models, calculations, and reports required in these matters. Mr. Benson
has also earned the Certified Financial Forensics designation by the American Institute of
Certified Public Accountants. As a tax practitioner, Mr. Benson works closely with our real estate
development clients on strategies related to ownership structure, drafting of partnership
agreements, component analysis of asset acquisitions, gifts and estates, and ongoing federal and
state tax planning and compliance. Mr. Benson has significant experience in complex tiered
arrangements and tax accounting analysis. Mr. Benson, through over 30 years of experience, has
been an accountant to a wide variety of businesses. Buying and selling of assets and stock,
selection of business form, buy-sell arrangements and income tax planning are particular areas of
expertise. Mr. Benson received his bachelor’s of science in Accounting from The Pennsylvania
State University and his master’s in taxation from Villanova University. He is a member of the
American Institute and Pennsylvania Institute of Certified Public Accountants, having served on
various committees and in leadership positions. He currently serves on the Pennsylvania Institute
of Certified Public Accountants' Divorce Conference Committee as both speaker and course
planner and has been a course presenter to the Pennsylvania Bar Association Family Law Section
and Pennsylvania Bar Institute. Mr. Benson is a board and audit committee member for Hanover
Fire & Casualty Insurance Company.
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Reneé F. Bergmann, Esquire
Mr. Bergmann serves as counsel at Becker Meisel LLC, focusing her practice on business
litigation, including mediation and arbitration in Pennsylvania, New Jersey and New York. She
has moderated, spoken and written on myriad topics including Franchising, Strategic
Communication, Mentoring, Networking, Leadership Skills, IP Preliminary Injunctions and
Business Valuation Issues. In 2006, Ms. Bergmann was named one of Pennsylvania's “Fast Track”
lawyers by American Lawyer Media. She was also honored as a “Rising Star” by Philadelphia
Magazine from 2005 through 2011, and in 2007 was a Pennsylvania Bar Association Special
Award Recipient, selected by the PBA Board of Governors to receive this award for chairing the
very successful 2007 Commission – Mid-Year Event titled “Networking for Women Lawyers, By
Women Lawyers.” Ms. Bergmann presently serves on several committees for The National
Association of Women Lawyers, including the newly formed Committee to the U.N. promoting
NAWL’s status as an official NGO. She serves as Co-Chair of the Philadelphia Bar Association
Business Law Section’s Communication Committee and is Co-Editor of the section newsletter. She
was also recently named to the Sunshine Foundation's National Board of Directors. Ms. Bergmann
has been teaching civics to inner-city high school students through the Philadelphia Bar
Association’s ACE Program for three years. She received her J.D. from Rutgers-Camden School of
Law.
Kimberly Boyer-Cohen, Esquire
Ms. Boyer-Cohen's legal practice is devoted solely to post-trial and appellate advocacy dealing with
a wide variety of substantive matters including professional malpractice, civil rights litigation,
products liability, employment law, and premises liability. In her capacity as an appellate
attorney, Ms. Boyer-Cohen has handled over 70 appeals, including oral arguments when
necessary, appearing in the Pennsylvania Superior Court, Pennsylvania Commonwealth Court,
Pennsylvania Supreme Court and the Third Circuit Court of Appeals. In 1992, Ms. Boyer-Cohen
graduated from Penn State University with a B.S. in Labor and Industrial Relations. After
working for several years in the area of human resources, she attended Temple University School
of Law where she received her J.D. in 1999. While at Temple, Ms. Boyer-Cohen was involved in the
Moot Court Honor Society and the Women's Law Caucus and served on the executive board of both
organizations. She is admitted to practice in both Pennsylvania and New Jersey, as well as before
the Third Circuit Court of Appeals and the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals. Ms. Boyer-Cohen is a
member of the Temple American Inn of Court as well a member of the Philadelphia Bar
Association, where she is active in the Women in the Profession Committee and the Appellate
Courts Committee. Also at the Pennsylvania Bar Association, she is involved in the Commission
on Women in the Profession and the Post-Trial and Appellate Practice Committee. Prior to joining
Marshall, Dennehey, Warner, Coleman & Goggin in 2001, Ms. Boyer-Cohen began her legal career
at Cohen, Seglias, Pallas & Greenhall, P.C., where her practice focused on construction litigation,
labor and employment law, and defense litigation.
Rachel E. Branson, Esquire
Ms. Branson is an associate in Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis, LLP’s Business Services
Department and Intellectual Property Practice Group and concentrates her practice on general
corporate matters, software licensing, trademarks, and the formation and governance of nonprofit
organizations. Prior to joining Schnader, she worked for Accenture as an information technology
consultant where she designed, tested, and developed software and business applications. Her
industry experience includes servicing franchisors, startups, software and technology companies,
and direct response television companies.
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Edward T. Butkovitz, Esquire
Mr. Butkovitz is a litigation associate in the Philadelphia firm of Kleinbard, Bell & Brecker LLP,
practicing in the areas of commercial litigation, employment litigation, and insurance coverage.
Prior to joining Kleinbard, Mr. Butkovitz served as a judicial law clerk for the Honorable Mark. I.
Bernstein in the Commerce Court of the First Judicial District of Pennsylvania. He received his
law degree, cum laude, from Temple University Beasley School of Law in 2010, where he served on
the Temple Law Review and was selected to the Moot Court Honor Society. He received his
undergraduate degree, magna cum laude, from Ursinus College in 2007. He co-authored
eDiscovery in Pennsylvania, which appeared in eDiscovery in 2011. His article, Corporate and
LLC “Participation” Liability, appeared in the July 2012 Pennsylvania Bar Association Quarterly.
Robert L. Byer, Esquire
Mr. Byer is head of the Appellate Practice at Duane Morris LLP, where he is resident in the
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh offices. He concentrates his practice in appellate and legal issues
litigation. Mr. Byer is a former judge of the Pennsylvania Commonwealth Court and Pennsylvania
Court of Judicial Discipline. Mr. Byer has argued or briefed over 175 appeals in the U.S. Courts of
Appeals for the Third, Fifth, Eighth, Ninth, Eleventh, District of Columbia and Federal Circuits,
and the appellate courts of Pennsylvania, California, Maryland and Washington. He also has
briefed and worked on appeals in the U.S. Supreme Court. His appellate work covers a wide range
of legal areas, including corporate governance, intellectual property, administrative agency law,
tax cases, constitutional law, insurance coverage, contracts, professional liability, product liability
and toxic torts. Before choosing to concentrate his practice in appellate and legal issues litigation,
Mr. Byer was for over twelve years an active trial lawyer, focusing on complex commercial and
intellectual property litigation. Mr. Byer is a fellow of the American Academy of Appellate
Lawyers and a member of the American Law Institute. He is a former member of the Lawyers
Advisory Committee of the United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit and a founding
member of the Third Circuit Bar Association. He is currently in his fourth term as a member of
the Pennsylvania Supreme Court’s Appellate Court Procedural Rules Committee, and he chaired
that committee for five years. Mr. Byer has served two terms as Chair of the Pennsylvania Bar
Association Civil Litigation Section and served for 12 years in the House of Delegates. He is a
former adjunct faculty member at Duquesne University School of Law, where he taught advanced
courses on civil procedure, and The National Judicial College, where he taught courses on judicial
review of administrative agency adjudications. He also is recognized in Best Lawyers in America,
Pennsylvania Super Lawyers and Super Lawyers’ Corporate Counsel Edition. Mr. Byer is the
author of a treatise on Pennsylvania civil practice and the author of numerous published articles,
monographs, and course materials on various legal topics. Mr. Byer is a graduate of the University
of Pittsburgh (J.D., 1977; editor, University of Pittsburgh Law Review; B.A., magna cum laude,
1973). He engaged in post-graduate studies at Harris Manchester College, Oxford University.
Thomas Chapman, Esquire
Mr. Chapman concentrates his practice in the area of zoning, land use, subdivision and real estate
development. Mr. Chapman advises clients on the complexities of their transactions in the areas of
zoning, land use, planning, residential and commercial development and government relations. He
is a frequent lecturer on current trends in the practice of land use law, presenting on a variety of
topics, including real estate development, eminent domain, zoning law and real estate tax
assessment. Prior to entering private practice, Mr. Chapman was employed by the Philadelphia
City Planning Commission, serving most recently as the Acting Executive Director and Secretary
for Strategic Planning and serving in the Mayor’s Cabinet. In his capacity as Executive Director,
he served as a Board Member of the Philadelphia Industrial Development Corporation, the Penn’s
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Landing Corporation, and the Avenue of the Arts Incorporated. Throughout his years of service
with the Planning Commission, Mr. Chapman advised the Philadelphia City Council concerning
the Zoning Code and land use matters. He also worked closely with the Department of Licenses
and Inspections, the Water Department, the Streets Department, the Commerce Department, the
Managing Director’s Office, the Zoning Board of Adjustment and the Law Department. Mr.
Chapman was one of the authors of the Philadelphia Zoning Code Publication in 1993, which was
the first complete edition of the Philadelphia Zoning Code available to the public in more than
fifteen years. Recently, he served on several working Committees of the City of Philadelphia
Zoning Code Commission.
Mark N. Cohen, Esquire
Mr. Cohen is a partner at Margolis Edelstein. He is a member of the Environmental/Toxic Tort
Department in the firm’s Philadelphia office. Mr. Cohen serves as trial counsel and National
Coordinating Counsel for manufacturers, suppliers, and distributors in asbestos litigation. He also
defends landlords and property owners in lead paint and toxic mold litigation, and manufacturers,
suppliers, and landowners in a variety of chemical exposure and premises liability claims. His
litigation practice also involves the representation of clients under the Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act; Resource Conservation and Recovery
Act; Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act; Pennsylvania Hazardous Sites Cleanup
Act; Underground Storage Tank Act; and Clean Streams Law. Mr. Cohen previously served as a
Deputy Attorney General for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, serving as Assistant Section
Chief of the Civil Litigation and Enforcement Divisions; and as Director, Enforcement and
Compliance Division, of the Pennsylvania Securities Commission. Mr. Cohen is a certified
arbitrator in the Philadelphia County Court of Common Pleas and the United States District
Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. Long active in the Philadelphia Bar Association,
more recently Mr. Cohen was elected to a three-year term to the Bar Association’s Board of
Governors from 2004-2006; co-chaired the State Civil Litigation Section’s Civil Rules and
Procedure Committee from 2008-2010; and currently co-chairs the State Civil Litigation Section.
He is a founding member of the Louis Brandeis Foundation; currently sits on the Executive Board
of the Louis D. Brandeis Law Society; served as past Chancellor of the Tau Epsilon Rho Law
Society; and a participant in the Volunteers for the Indigent Program. Mr. Cohen is a frequent
speaker at forums addressing environmental and toxic tort related issues. Mr. Cohen was selected
by Lexis Nexis for its 2012 Edition of Philadelphia's Top Rated Lawyers in Environmental Law.
He is admitted as an attorney to practice before the United States Supreme Court; all state courts
in Pennsylvania; the First and Third Circuit United States Courts of Appeals; and the United
States District Courts for the Eastern and Middle Districts of Pennsylvania. He earned his J.D.
from the Villanova School of Law.
Hilary S. Cornell, Esquire
Ms. Cornell is Risk Management Counsel for the City of Philadelphia Law Department
specializing in Workers’ Compensation and Civil Litigation.
Byron C. Cotter, Esquire
Mr. Cotter has been Director of the Alternative Sentencing Unit at the Defender Association of
Philadelphia since 1985. He started practicing criminal law at the Defender Association in 1972.
Mr. Cotter regularly lectures and provides training on sentencing matters to the Philadelphia Bar
Association, Pennsylvania Bar Institute, the National Legal Aid and Defender Association, Prison
Social Workers, Prison Law Clinics and judges, both county and state-wide. He has created many
alternative sentencing options along with other members of the Philadelphia Criminal Justice
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System. These programs have included drug, alcohol, psychiatric, work release, house arrest, and
other alternatives.
Carl H. Delacato, Jr., Esquire
Mr. Delacato, a Director at Gibbons P.C., practices in the areas of product and professional
liability and environmental, maritime and casualty litigation. He is a seasoned trial lawyer with
extensive experience litigating construction and construction equipment claims and claims arising
out of work site accidents. Mr. Delacato is a member of the Tort and Insurance Practice Section of
the American Bar Association, the Civil Litigation and Real Property Law Sections of the
Pennsylvania Bar Association, an Associate Member of the Maritime Law Association of America
and serves as Co-Chair of the Insurance Programs Committee of the Philadelphia Bar Association.
He is a former Secretary of the Young Lawyer's Section of the Philadelphia Bar Association. Mr.
Delacato has served as a faculty member of The Academy of Advocacy at Temple University School
of Law and The Dickinson School of Law Trial Advocacy Seminar. He is a Fellow of the Academy of
Advocacy.
Harper J. Dimmerman, Esquire
Mr. Dimmerman is an Adjunct Professor at Temple University's Fox School of Business and a
columnist with The Legal Intelligencer. He lectures to other attorneys, has been interviewed by
various media outlets and featured by The Legal Intelligencer. He is the recipient of the
Pennsylvania Super Lawyers Rising Stars designation in 2007, 2008, 2010 and 2011 and holds the
highest rating (AV) with Martindale-Hubbell, based upon peer review. Mr. Dimmerman is
published with the American Bar, Pennsylvania Bar and Philadelphia Bar Associations. He is the
principal and founder of The Law Office of Harper J, Dimmerman P.C., a boutique Philadelphiabased practice with an emphasis upon Pennsylvania and New Jersey general litigation and real
estate matters. In his capacity as an Approved Attorney, he is authorized to provide land title
insurance throughout the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for residential and commercial
transactions. Mr. Dimmerman is Co-Founder of a real estate consulting company and also CoFounder/CEO of LeBaby, Inc., a beauty company that has garnered international media attention,
including AOL.com, allure.com, msn.com, New York Magazine and Philadelphia Magazine. He is
Co-Chair of the Law Practice Management Committee of the Philadelphia Bar Association. He was
Co- Editor for the Brandeis Law Society publication, Co-Chair of the Solo and Small Firm
Committee of the Philadelphia Bar Association from 2004-2009, a voting Member of the Young
Lawyer's Division from 2005-2007; as well as a Member of Philadelphia County's Mortgage
Foreclosure Steering Committee. Mr. Dimmerman is a graduate of Vassar College and holds a B.A.
in English Literature. He earned his J.D., cum laude, from The University of Miami School of Law
(honors include: membership with the Business Law Review; Dean's List: Recipient of Dean's
Certificate of Achievement in Legal Research & Writing II; and Recipient of Cali Excellence for the
Future Award in Legal Research & Writing II), matriculated at Sophia University in Tokyo, Japan
and the undergraduate evening division of Wharton at the University of Pennsylvania.
John Dogum, Esquire
Mr. Dogum is a partner and member of the executive committee at Martin Banks. He has
concentrated his practice on litigating Pennsylvania workers’ compensation cases since 1992.
Before joining Martin Banks to protect the rights of injured workers, he was a partner for a major
Philadelphia defense firm where he represented Fortune 500 companies and major insurance
carriers in Workers’ Compensation litigation for over a decade. Mr. Dogum has given presentations
to interested parties, including other attorneys, on the topic of Workers’ Compensation on the state
and national level. In the past, he has served as consultant to major insurers in addition to
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frequently appearing before Workers’ Compensation Judges in the Eastern region of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Dogum has argued a case of first impression before the Third Circuit Court of Appeals. He is a
member of the Philadelphia and Pennsylvania Bar Associations. Mr. Dogum has also litigated
claims under the Federal Longshore and Harbor Workers’ Compensation Act.
Mary C. Doherty, Esquire
Ms. Doherty is an equity partner in the Norristown law firm of High Swartz LLP where she serves
on the Management Committee. Ms. Doherty is Chair of the Pennsylvania Review & Certifying
Board, appointed by the Pennsylvania Bar Association and serving the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania. Ms. Doherty was the 2006-2007 President of the Pennsylvania Chapter of the
American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers and has been a Fellow since 1986. In 2012, Ms.
Doherty received the Lynette Norton Award from the Pennsylvania Bar Association Women in the
Profession Committee and was also recognized as a 2012 Women of the Year by the Legal
Intelligencer. Ms. Doherty was selected as one of the 2009 Women of Distinction presented by
Philadelphia Business Journal. She was also the 2006 recipient of the Margaret Richardson
Award from the Montgomery Bar Association. She serves on the Advisory Committee on Domestic
Relations Law for the Pennsylvania Joint State Government Commission, chairing the Alimony
Committee. She was on the Board of Directors of the Pennsylvania Bar Institute from 1992-1998.
She is a frequent lecturer and author in the field of family law, and has served as course planner
for programs sponsored by the Pennsylvania Bar Institute, Pennsylvania Bar Association and
Montgomery Bar Association. Ms. Doherty was the 1999-2000 Chair of the Family Law Section of
the Pennsylvania Bar Association; former Co-Chair of the Family Law Committee of the
Montgomery Bar Association; former Chair of the Family Law Section of the Philadelphia Bar
Association; and a member of the American Bar Association Family Law Section. Ms. Doherty
received her B.A. from the University of Delaware and her J.D. from the Villanova University
School of Law. She currently participates in community activities such as pre-marriage counseling
and providing support to bereaved parents.
Michael D. Donovan, Esquire
Mr. Donovan is a founding member of the Philadelphia firm of Donovan Axler, LLC, and focuses
his practice on securities and consumer class actions. From 1984 through 1987, Mr. Donovan was
a trial and appellate attorney with the Securities and Exchange Commission in Washington, D.C.
Since entering private practice, he has served as co-lead counsel in numerous securities, consumer
and employment class actions. In the last six years he has tried to judgment four significant class
actions: Samuel-Bassett v. Kia Motors America, Inc. ($5.6 million jury verdict on behalf of
Pennsylvania consumers); Braun and Hummel v. Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. ($187 million jury verdict
and judgment on behalf of Pennsylvania hourly employees of Wal-Mart); Little v. Kia Motors
America, Inc. ($6 million jury verdict on behalf of New Jersey consumers); and In re Sovereign
Bancorp Shareholders Litig. (settlement judgment after six days of preliminary injunction
hearings). In 2002, Mr. Donovan obtained a landmark Truth in Lending Act decision from the
Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit in Rossman v. Fleet Bank (R.I.), N.A., 280 F.3d 384 (3d Cir.
2002), holding that a bank may not change a credit card promise of no annual fee. He also
obtained landmark decisions from the Appellate Division of the New Jersey Superior Court and
the New Jersey Supreme Court in Lemelledo v. Beneficial Finance Co., 674 A.2d 582 (N.J. App.
Div. 1996), aff’d, 150 N.J. 255, 696 A.2d 546 (N.J. 1997), concerning loan and insurance packing.
He argued and appeared on behalf of the consumer cardholders before the Supreme Court of the
United States in Smiley v. Citibank (South Dakota), N.A., 517 U.S. 735 (1996).
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Patricia A. Drangel, Esquire
Ms. Drangel is the Civil Court Administrator of the Chester County Court of Common Pleas. She
has held that position since January 2001. Ms. Drangel is an active member of the Mid-Atlantic
Association of Court Management (MAACM).
John Encarnacion, Esquire
Mr. Encarnacion is an associate in the Philadelphia office of White and Williams LLP. He received
his B.A. from the College of William and Mary and his J.D. from Villanova University. Mr.
Encarnacion practices in the field of insurance subrogation and commercial litigation. He serves on
the Board of Governors of the Philadelphia Bar Association, the Executive Committee of the Asian
Pacific American Bar Association of Pennsylvania, the Board of Directors of Philadelphia VIP and
the Editorial Board. Mr. Encarnacion has previously been honored by The Legal Intelligencer and
a panel of judges throughout the state as one of the "Lawyers on the Fast Track" for 2010.
Professor Jules B. Epstein
Mr. Epstein is Associate Professor of Law at Widener University Law School (Delaware), where he
teaches Evidence and criminal law classes. He continues to handle capital cases and other appeals,
often pro bono. Currently, he teaches Advanced Evidence and capital case litigation courses for the
National Judicial College. Professor Epstein has authored or revised numerous chapters on
criminal law and practice for the Matthew Bender publishing company, including materials on the
insanity defense, the defense and prosecution of forcible rape and child sexual assault cases, the
defense of homicide cases, law and practice in identification cases and the defense of narcotics
cases. He has taught for the National Institute of Trial Advocacy and at various Pennsylvania Bar
Institute and Pennsylvania Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers seminars, particularly in the
areas of capital case representation, the law and practice in identification cases and the law
governing interrogations and the admission of police-elicited statements.
Laura A. Feldman, Esquire
Ms. Feldman is a shareholder and president of Feldman & Pinto, P.C. and Feldman & Pinto P.A.
Ms. Feldman was awarded a Bachelor’s of Science Degree from Syracuse University in 1981 and in
1987 was awarded a Juris Doctor Degree from St. Mary’s University. She was first employed in
1987 at LaBrum and Doak where she participated in an active aviation practice as well as
products liability and commercial litigation. Ms. Feldman next joined Stephen M. Feldman, P.C.
where her varied practice encompassed all areas of complex litigation until 1995. In 1995, Ms.
Feldman co-founded Feldman & Pinto with Rosemary Pinto. She focuses her practice on complex
litigation involving medical legal issues with her primary focus being medical malpractice and
pharmaceutical liability cases. Ms. Feldman has served on the Board of Governors for the
Philadelphia Bar Association, and has chaired the Woman’s Rights Committee, Chaired the Public
Interest Section, was a member of the Judicial Selection Committee and served as the Chair of the
Bench Bar in 2006 and 2007. She has served on the Board of the Bar Foundation since 2004. Ms.
Feldman has been on the Philadelphia Trial Lawyers Association Board of Directors since 2004.
For the Trial Lawyers, she has served as Chair of the Public Relations Committee, Chair of the
Diversity Committee and received the President’s award from her fellow trial lawyers in 2009.
She is currently Vice President of this organization. Ms. Feldman has been recognized as one to
the top attorneys in Pennsylvania by the Super Lawyers magazine every year since 2002 and one
of The Best Lawyers in America from 2007 to the present. She has lectured before the American
College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, the Philadelphia Bar Association, and the Philadelphia
Trial Lawyers Association on various topics including inter alia medical malpractice issues and
law firm management.
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Gladys S. Fenichel, M.D.
Dr. Fenichel is a licensed Psychiatrist practicing in Ardmore; she specializes in the evaluation,
prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of mental and emotional disorders. Dr. Fenichel has served
as an expert witness testifying on behalf of employers regarding the permanent impairment that is
recoverable as a matter of law. Additionally, Dr. Fenichel lectures regarding current psychiatric
issues and the application of the Sixth Edition of the AMA Guide and what is required under the
Guide to establish an impairment.
Isla A. Fruchter, Esquire
Ms. Fruchter is an assistant defender with the Defender Association of Philadelphia, currently in
the Appeals Division. Ms. Fruchter is Education Chair of the Criminal Justice Section of the
Philadelphia Bar Association and was chair of the Section in 2000 and a member of the
Philadelphia Bar Association’s Board of Governors in 2001. Ms. Fruchter is a member of the Board
of Directors of PACDL, the Pennsylvania Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers. She was
formerly a member of the Board of Directors of the National Clearing House for the Defense of
Battered Women.
Ann M. Funge, Esquire
Ms. Funge is the principal of Funge Family Law, LLC with offices in Philadelphia and Radnor, PA.
She has practiced family law exclusively since graduating from law school in 1993. Ms. Funge is a
longstanding and involved member of her local, Pennsylvania, and American Bar Association
Family Law Sections. She has chaired various committees, including the Allegheny County Family
Law Section’s Programming Committee, the Montgomery County Family Law Section’s
Practicum/Honorable Toby Lynn Dickman Seminar Committee and its Case Law Updates
Committee, and the Pennsylvania Bar Association’s Family Law Section’s Membership
Committee. Ms. Funge is a three-time Council Member for the PBA’s Family Law Section and a
prior member of the Section’s Alimony Task Force. She also has served in varying officer
capacities, including President, of both the Doris Jonas Freed Matrimonial Inn of Court, based in
suburban Philadelphia, and the Pittsburgh Matrimonial Inn of Court. The Inns of Court is a
national organization of attorneys, judges, law professors, and students dedicated to promoting
and maintaining professionalism and civility within the legal profession. Ms. Funge also has been
a member of the PBA’s Legal Ethics and Professional Responsibility Committee since 1997. In that
capacity, she periodically provides informal ethics opinions on behalf of the Committee which
involve family law issues. She also is a member of the informal ‘Family Lawyer/ Psychologist
Group’ based in Ardmore. Ms. Funge holds a B.S. in Commerce from the University of Virginia
(1987) and a J.D. from the University of Pittsburgh (1993). She very much enjoys writing and
speaking on family law topics.
Cheryl L. Gaston, Esquire
Ms. Gaston concentrates her practice in the areas of zoning and zoning litigation. Prior to private
practice, Ms. Gaston was the Chief Deputy City Solicitor of the City's Code Enforcement Unit from
2000 to 2002 and later served as the Senior Attorney responsible for all Zoning Code matters in
Philadelphia. She also draws upon her prior experience as Counsel to the Zoning Board of
Adjustment of the City of Philadelphia from 1992-2008. In that capacity, Ms. Gaston was
responsible for virtually all zoning litigation involving the City of Philadelphia, including extensive
appellate court litigation and Constitutional challenges to provisions of the Zoning Code. Ms.
Gaston graduated from Widener University with a Bachelor of Science in Engineering, and from
Widener's Delaware Law School, where she was on the Law Review and a member of Phi Delta
Phi Legal Honor Society. After her law school graduation, she served as law clerk to the late
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United States District Court Judge Clifford Scott Green. Ms. Gaston has been an official of the
Philadelphia Bar Association, serving in several capacities, on its Board of Governors and holding
numerous leadership positions. She served as Assistant Treasurer for three 1-year terms, two 3year terms on the Executive Committee of the Real Property Section, Co-Chaired its Zoning, Land
Use and Code Enforcement Committee for 16 years and served as Secretary, Treasurer, Vice-Chair
and was, most recently, Chair of the Real Property Section in 2011. As such, she was heavily
involved in the recent deliberations on reforming the City’s Zoning Code, suggesting numerous
changes ultimately incorporated into the proposed code. Ms. Gaston is a frequent speaker and
course planner of accredited programs for attorneys and the general public on zoning and land use
including: “The Real Estate Law You Wished You Learned In Law School” (2011); “Zoning In
Philadelphia” (2010); “The ABC's of the ZBA” (2009); “Navigating Through The Maze: Helping
Real Estate Clients Steer Through The City of Philadelphia’s Approval Process” (2007); “Winning
Zoning Cases in Philadelphia” (2006); “Trouble Signs: Outdoor Advertising in Philadelphia” (2005);
“Advanced Zoning and Land Use in Pennsylvania” (2004); and “Zoning 101: A Zoning Course
Designed for Community Groups” (2004).
M. Norman Goldberger, Esquire
Mr. Goldberger, of Ballard Spahr LLP, is a partner in the Litigation Department, Practice Leader
of the Securities Litigation Group, and a member of the Accounting and Professional Liability,
Appellate, and Commercial Litigation Groups. Mr. Goldberger concentrates his practice in a wide
variety of complex commercial matters, including securities litigation, consumer fraud class
actions, restrictive covenants, derivative actions, internal investigations, False Claims Act
litigation, RICO litigation, and issues relating to the availability of insurance coverage for
commercial litigation matters. Mr. Goldberger has worked on a wide variety of securities cases in
the federal district courts and the federal appellate courts. He has also represented clients in
NASD and NYSE arbitration proceedings on securities matters. Mr. Goldberger has also
successfully defended derivative litigation as well as an important case revolving around a
hospital's ownership of research information generated as a result of treatment performed on its
patients. He also conducted an arbitration in which the client was awarded $16.2 million. Mr.
Goldberger has been involved in many consumer-fraud class action matters. He has also worked on
more than 20 restrictive covenant matters and has used his experience litigating these matters to
aid clients when drafting employment agreements that involve such clauses. For more than 20
years, Mr. Goldberger has advised clients about insurance and litigated with insurance carriers on
a variety of D&O liability insurance matters. He also has performed risk analysis and due
diligence for clients when selecting D&O coverage. He has also obtained coverage for clients under
various policies for commercial matters when such coverage seemed at first glance to be
unavailable. Mr. Goldberger has argued before the U.S. Supreme Court and in appellate and trial
courts throughout the United States. He earned his J.D. from University of Pennsylvania Law
School, cum laude, where he was a member of Order of the Coif and an Editor of the University of
Pennsylvania Law Review. Mr. Goldberger earned his B.A., magna cum laude, University of
Pennsylvania.
Sanjuanita González, Esquire
Ms. González practices law in the areas of Social Security Disability and Immigration. She has
been a practicing attorney since 1981. Prior to the formation of Cohen, Fluhr, González, & Pinillos,
P.C., she was a partner in the law firm of Fluhr & González, a bilingual (Spanish/English) firm,
where she practiced primarily in the areas of Social Security/SSI Disability and Civil Litigation.
In 1999, Fluhr & González merged with Emily M. Cohen & Associates to form Cohen, Fluhr &
González, P.C. where she was appointed Managing Partner. Ms. González is the Co-Chair of the
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Social Security Disability Committee of the Philadelphia Bar Association; and is a Board Member
of the City of Philadelphia Board of Ethics. She is a Fellow of the Academy of Advocacy of Temple
University School of Law, and she has lectured to various professional and community
organizations regarding Social Security Disability and Immigration.
Cynthia Gouw
Ms. Gouw is a three-time Emmy award-winning television journalist. She received her B.A. from
UCLA and her J.D. from UCLA’s School of Law. She has reported internationally from China to
Latin America and has anchored and/or reported for the ABC and CBS affiliates in Los Angeles,
San Francisco, Dallas and Sacramento, for FOX in Philadelphia and for NPR in San Francisco.
The Pennsylvania Association of Broadcasters awarded Ms. Gouw’s public affairs show “Asian
Outlook” as the “Best TV Talk Show Series.” Philadelphia Magazine named her as the region’s top
10 bloggers for her web video channel, www.SnapGlow.TV. Ms. Gouw received a National Award
from The Asian American Journalists Association. The Public Radio News Directors awarded her
radio show, "Pacific Time" with the "Best Large Market Public Affairs Program". Ms. Gouw is also
an actress; she co-starred as "Caithlin Dar" in the movie "Star Trek 5: The Final Frontier" and was
named the “$100-Thousand Dollars Spokesmodel Grand Champion” on the TV talent show “Star
Search.”
Marguerite C. Gualtieri, Esquire
Ms. Gualtieri is the Managing Attorney at the Support Center for Child Advocates (Child
Advocates). In this role, she oversees the agency’s representation of eight hundred children each
year and participates in various child welfare and court committees attempting to improve policy
and practice in the Philadelphia child welfare system. Additionally, she represents individual
children in various court proceedings, and provides technical assistance and support to volunteer
attorneys. Ms Gualtieri has presented and trained locally and nationally on children’s legal issues,
including child abuse/neglect law, representation of children dually involved in the dependent and
delinquent systems, social workers testifying in court and the multi-disciplinary aspects of child
advocacy. Ms. Gualtieri is an active member of the ABA Section of Litigation Children’s Rights
Litigation Committee (“CRLC”). She served as a past co-chair of the CRLC and the Family Law
Litigation Committee. Ms. Gualtieri is a graduate of Villanova University School of Law where
she was Editor-in-Chief of the Villanova Law Review, and holds an MSW from Temple University.
Before joining Child Advocates, Ms. Gualtieri clerked in the United States District Court for the
District of Delaware and was a litigator at Cherry Ferrara Mutzel Belefonte McFadden & Wesner
in Media, Pennsylvania.
Kevin Harden, Jr., Esquire
Mr. Harden is a prosecutor in the Philadelphia District Attorney’s Office. Currently assigned to
the office’s Juvenile Division, he is a 2010 graduate of the Temple University Beasley School of
Law, where he was a member of the Temple Moot Court Honor Society and the Vice-President of
the Black Law Students Association. A lifelong resident of Philadelphia, Mr. Harden was educated
in the Philadelphia Public School System. He received a Bachelor’s Degree in Criminal Justice at
Kutztown University and was a founding member of the Kutztown University chapter of the
NAACP. Mr. Harden’s past professional experiences include internships with a Philadelphia
mayoral campaign, Philadelphia Common Pleas Court Judge Leon W. Tucker, the Defender
Association of Philadelphia, and the now-defunct boutique-litigation firm, Fitzpatrick & Long,
LLC. When he isn’t prosecuting cases, Mr. Harden spends his time practicing and teaching Tae
Kwon Do and self-defense to teenage girls, domestic violence victims, and children affected by
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bullying. Mr. Harden is also a member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., a coach for Temple
Law’s High School Mock Trial Program, and the law school’s Moot Court Honor Society.
Jill J. Holden, Esquire
Ms. Holden is a 2000 alumna of Drexel University, where she graduated cum laude with a B.S. in
history and politics. In 2003, she received a J.D. from the Temple University Beasley School of
Law, where she was a Law Merit SPACE scholar as well as a James Beasley Scholar. Upon
graduation, Jill took a position with the Defender Association of Philadelphia where she served as
a trial attorney, until joining James, Schwartz & Associates, P.C. in the spring of 2007. Jill enjoys
an excellent reputation among her peers as a relentless litigator, and has been described by one
judge as “fearless.” In addition to bearing primary responsibility for the firm’s criminal practice,
she has earned her role as co-counsel in most of the firm’s civil trials.
Paul J. Kazaras, Esquire
Mr. Kazaras is the Assistant Executive Director of the Philadelphia Bar Association where he has
served in various capacities since 1979. He is responsible for all Association activities concerning
attorney ethics, the administration of a wide range of Association programs, and has various
internal administration responsibilities including Human Relations. Mr. Kazaras teaches
extensively in the areas of ethics and loss control for attorneys. He earned his B.A., cum laude,
from the University of Pennsylvania and his J.D. from Temple University School of Law.
Michael R. Kehs, Esquire
Mr. Kehs is the District Court Administrator for Montgomery County Court of Common Pleas. He
earned his B.A. in Political Science from Ursinus College and his J.D. from Villanova University
Law School. Mr. Kehs served as a Judicial Law Clerk in the Montgomery County Court of
Common Pleas from 1987 - 1988. After which, he became an Assistant District Attorney in
Montgomery County from 1988 – 1989. Mr. Kehs served as the Deputy Court Administrator for
Montgomery County from 1991 – 1999.
Michael L. Kichline, Esquire
Mr. Kichline is a partner in Dechert’s litigation department, where he litigates complex, highstakes matters for corporations and their boards of directors and executives, financial institutions,
investment and commercial banks, private equity firms, investors and professional firms. His
experience spans a wide range of matters, including securities class actions, derivative suits, M&A
disputes, and litigation arising from corporate, financial, commercial and/or consumer
transactions. He appears in federal and state courts throughout the country and handles matters
in specialized courts, such as the Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas Commerce Program. He has
been selected to serve as the next Chair of the Business Litigation Committee of the Philadelphia
Bar Association. Mr. Kichline graduated from Temple University, B.A., 1988, magna cum laude,
and Temple University Beasley School of Law, J.D., 1991, magna cum laude, where he was a
member of the Moot Court Honor Society.
Shelly Lawson
Ms. Lawson is the Vice President of Bar Association Programs for USI Affinity resident in the
Philadelphia office. For over 50 years, USI Affinity has been partnering with the Bar Associations
to bring its members exclusive insurance products of exceptional value and quality. The USI
Affinity is the only plan endorsed by the Philadelphia Bar Association.
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Sophia Lee, Esquire
Ms. Lee is Chief Counsel in Litigation at Sunoco, Inc., at its corporate headquarters located in
Center City Philadelphia. The Litigation Group is responsible for managing Sunoco’s portfolio of
nationwide litigation, including commercial, environmental, personal injury, toxic tort and
products liability matters, as well as in developing best litigation practices. Previously, Ms. Lee
was associated with the litigation department at Reed Smith LLP and the labor and employment
department at Blank Rome LLP. She also served as a federal judicial law clerk to the late
Honorable James McGirr Kelly, United States District Judge for the Eastern District of
Pennsylvania. Ms. Lee received her J.D. and LL.M. in Trial Advocacy from Temple University
James E. Beasley School of Law, where she was a member of the Temple Law Review and the Moot
Court Honor Society. She received her B.A. in English from Cornell University. Ms. Lee is
Secretary of the Philadelphia Bar Association and a former Executive Committee member of the
Young Lawyers Division. She is also a Litigation Committee Co-Chair for the National Asian
Pacific American Bar Association and a past president of the Asian Pacific American Bar
Association of Pennsylvania. Ms. Lee is active in Philadelphia’s civic and charitable communities,
serving as Vice Chair of the Mayor’s Commission on Asian American Affairs and Board Chair of
the Asian Arts Initiative. She also serves on the boards of the Philadelphia Education Fund,
Philadelphia Volunteers for the Indigent Program and the Women’s Law Project.
Jeffrey S. Lichtman, Esquire
Mr. Lichtman is the sole attorney in the Philadelphia based firm The Disability Law Office of
Jeffrey S. Lichtman, L.L.C. Mr. Lichtman's practice is limited to representing claimants for Social
Security Disability Insurance (“SSDI”) and Supplemental Security Income (“SSI”) benefits. He has
more than 20 years of experience in handling SSDI and SSI claims throughout Southern and
Central New Jersey, Southeastern, South Central and Northeastern Pennsylvania, Delaware and
Florida. Mr. Lichtman is admitted to practice and sees clients in both Pennsylvania and New
Jersey, maintaining offices in Philadelphia and Reading, Pennsylvania. He is a frequent lecturer
on Social Security issues at seminars for various organizations. Mr. Lichtman is a member of the
Pennsylvania and Philadelphia Bar Associations and has been appointed co-chair of the Social
Security Disability Committee of the Philadelphia Bar Association from 2004 to present. Mr.
Lichtman also served as co-chair of the Philadelphia Bar Association's lawyer referral and
information service in 2007. He is also a member of the National Organization of Social Security
Claimants' Representatives (NOSSCR). Mr. Lichtman serves as a member of the board of
directors of the Legal Clinic for the Disabled, Inc. and was presented with a White Hat Award for
his work on behalf of disabled persons. Mr. Lichtman earned his Bachelor of Arts degree magna
cum laude at Temple University in 1986 where he was elected to Phi Beta Kappa and received his
Juris Doctor degree, with Honors, from Temple University School of Law in 1989.
Charles A. Mapp, Sr.
Mr. Mapp is the Chief Deputy Court Administrator for the First Judicial District of Pennsylvania.
He received his B.A. in Criminal Justice from Temple University in 1986. In 2008, Mr. Mapp
became a Fellow and a Certified Court Executive (CCE) of the National Center for State Court’s
Institute for Court Management (ICM) having successfully completed the rigorous requirements of
ICM’s Court Executive Development Program (CEDP). While attending Temple University, he
launched his career in court administration as a civil case processor with the United States
District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. He worked directly with the federal
judiciary, serving as Deputy Clerk to former Chief Judge Edward N. Cahn and the late Judges
Marvin Katz and Robert S. Gawthrop, III. In 1995, Mr. Mapp joined the Philadelphia Court of
Common Pleas as a Civil Case Manager within the Day Forward Program. In 1997, he was
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promoted to Deputy Court Administrator for the Trial Division - Civil. In March 2011, Mr. Mapp
was promoted to Chief Deputy Court Administrator for First Judicial District of Pennsylvania. He
currently serves as the Co-Chair of the First Judicial District's Civil Electronic Filing Committee;
he is Chair of the FJD’s Leadership Council; and is the Trial Division's Equal Employment
Opportunity Officer. Mr. Mapp also serves as the Pennsylvania Representative on the Advisory
Board of the Mid-Atlantic Association of Court Management and he is a member of the National
and Pennsylvania Associations of Court Management. Mr. Mapp has served two terms on the
Board of Directors for the Philadelphia Bar Association’s Volunteers for the Indigent Program
(2002 – 2008); and he has served as a member of the Advisory Board for the Barrister’s Association
of Philadelphia (1998 – 2001). Mr. Mapp was the recipient of the following prestigious awards:
2010 Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas - Trial Division’s Civil Outstanding Leadership Award;
2008 Philadelphia Bar Association – State Civil Litigation Section’s Distinguished Service Award;
2008 Philadelphia Bar Association – Volunteers for the Indigent Program’s Government Services
Award; and 2007 Pennsylvania Association of Court Management's President's Award.
Emily B. Marks, Esquire
Ms. Marks is an associate with the firm Kolsby, Gordon, Robin, Shore & Bezar and concentrates
her practice on representing catastrophically injured persons in complex medical malpractice and
tort litigation. Ms. Marks distinguishes herself from her peers by having gained extensive
litigation experience trying major jury and arbitration level cases. Her notable achievements
include successfully representing victims of sexual assault in civil cases. Ms. Marks earned her
Juris Doctorate from Temple University Beasley School of Law in 2006, where she was a member
of the Science, Technology and Environmental Law Journal and Women’s Law Caucus. She
graduated from Swarthmore College in 2003, with a major in Political Science and minor in
Women’s Studies. She was appointed to a 2 year term as co-chair of the Philadelphia Bar
Association Women in the Profession Committee for 2011-2012. She has been named a
Pennsylvania Super Lawyer Rising Star from 2010 – 2012. Her article, “In Pursuit: Determining
Liability in Police Chases,” appeared in the June 2012 edition of the Legal Intelligencer Auto Law
Supplement.
Lauren P. McKenna, Esquire
Ms. McKenna is a partner at the law firm of Fox Rothschild LLP. She received her J.D. from
Fordham University School of Law. She is a member of her firm’s Litigation Department. She has
served as Co-Chair of the firm’s Title Insurance Defense Group for almost 20 years and handles
both general commercial and real estate related litigation. Ms. McKenna is currently serving a 2year term as Co-Chair of the Philadelphia Bar Association’s Women in the Profession Committee.
Mark A. Momjian, Esquire
A graduate of Columbia College and the Columbia University School of Law, Mr. Momjian is a cofounder of Momjian Anderer, LLC, a specialty family law practice based in Philadelphia. His
statewide practice encompasses all aspects of family law litigation and appellate advocacy. Listed
in The Best Lawyers of America and Who’s Who in American Law, Mr. Momjian is co-author (with
his father Albert Momjian) of Pennsylvania Family Law Annotated, published by Thomson/West
and currently in its tenth edition. He writes and lectures frequently about trends in domestic
relations, with a special emphasis on biotechnology’s impact on family law. A member of the Board
of Editors of The Matrimonial Strategist since 1994, Mr. Momjian has published numerous articles
on specialized aspects of family law, some of which have appeared in The National Law Journal,
The American Journal of Family Law, and Divorce Litigation. His articles on family law have been
cited in numerous law reviews and journals, including The Yale Law Journal, The Virginia
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Journal of Social Policy, Law & Psychology Review, and Law and Inequality. Mr. Momjian is a
member of the Board of Directors of both the Homeless Advocacy Project and Philadelphia VIP,
and he is the recipient of many awards and honors for public service. Regularly listed in
Pennsylvania Super Lawyers, he has appeared as a guest on Larry King Live and The Today Show.
An Adjunct Associate Professor of Psychiatry at the Drexel University College of Medicine, Mr.
Momjian has lectured on family law and professional ethics at the University of Pennsylvania,
Temple, Villanova, and Widener Law Schools, as well as HIV-AIDS and the law at RutgersCamden Law School. In a landmark 2006 case, he successfully defended the constitutionality of
the Grandparent Visitation Act before the Pennsylvania Supreme Court. Mr. Momjian currently
chairs a Subcommittee of the Supreme Court tasked to design a set of uniform family law forms for
use in all of Pennsylvania’s 60 judicial districts.
Gerald C. Montella, Esquire
Mr. Montella has served as the 32nd Judicial District Court Administrator for the Delaware
County Court of Common Pleas for over fifteen years. A graduate of Villanova University and
Widener University School of Law, he received his JD and MBA Degrees in 1984. Mr. Montella
was previously employed with the law firms of German Gallagher & Murtaugh and Dilworth
Paxson. He has served as a Solicitor for a Municipal Sewer Authority, Zoning Hearing Board,
Planning Commission, UCC Board of Appeals, as well as a Borough and Township. Mr. Montella
was elected and served as the President of the Delaware County Bar Association in 2005, and has
held many position since 1984, including Director, Treasurer and General Chairman of the Civil
Rules Committee. He is also a member of the Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee,
Personnel Committee, Family Law Section, Arbitration Rules Committee and the Bar Association
County Council Committee. Mr. Montella is a member of the Pennsylvania Association of Court
Management, Mid-Atlantic Association of Court Management, and a number of community and
civic organizations. He has served as lecture/panelist on a variety or presentations by the
Delaware County Bar Association related to evaluation of civil cases. He is the recipient of many
awards including the Donald J. Orlowsky Memorial Award, the E. Wallace Chadwick Award, the
Delaware County Bar Association President’s Special Recognition award recognizing his service to
the legal profession.
Susan Packer, Esquire
Ms. Packer is the Chief Court Administrator and Law Clerk for the Commerce Court Program of
the Court of Common Pleas, First Judicial District of Pennsylvania. She has been with the
Commerce Program for ten years. Prior to working for the court, she was a commercial litigator
and corporate attorney in Philadelphia for seven years and in New York City for four years. She
graduated magna cum laude from New York University School of Law where she was elected to
the Order of the Coif. She received a Bachelor of Arts with high honors in History from
Swarthmore College.
Wesley R. Payne, IV, Esquire
Mr. Payne is a Partner in the Litigation Department and a member of the Life, Health and
Disability and Insurance Fraud Practice Groups. He primarily focuses his practice in the areas of
insurance defense, bad faith, extra-contractual damages, disability and coverage matters. He is an
AV rated attorney by the Martindale-Hubbell rating system with extensive jury trial experience
and he has successfully defended wrongful death, extra-contractual damages, product liability,
asbestos, toxic tort, environmental, mass tort, commercial auto, construction, insurance coverage,
disability, ERISA and general liability cases. Prior to joining White and Williams LLP, Mr. Payne
managed an in-house litigation office for a major insurance carrier. He is licensed to practice
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before all State and Federal Courts in Pennsylvania and Maryland and the United States Court of
Appeals for the Third Circuit. He has also written and lectured on bad faith, extra-contractual
damages, civil litigation and uninsured and underinsured motorist issues. Mr. Payne is the Chair
of the firm's Diversity Committee and Co-Chair of the firm's Homeless Advocacy Practice Group.
He is a former member of the firm’s Executive Committee and Operations and Budget Committees
and a former coordinator of the litigation associates luncheon training program. Mr. Payne is a
member of the Executive Counsel and Vice President of the Philadelphia Diversity Law Program
and a member of the Board of Directors of the Homeless Advocacy Project. He is a member of the
House of Delegates for the Pennsylvania Bar Association and Co-Chair of the Minority Bar
Committee. Mr. Payne is the Assistant Treasurer and member of the Board of Governors for the
Philadelphia Bar Association; Co-Chair of the Insurance Committee; and, Chair of the Military
Affairs Committee. He is the Vice-President of the Philadelphia Association of Defense Counsel
(PADC) and a member of the Pennsylvania Defense Institute (PDI). Mr. Payne serves as a Judge
Pro Tem for the Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas. Mr. Payne received his BA, cum laude, from
Washington Lee University in 1985 and his JD in 1988 from the University of Maryland School of
Law, where he served as the President of the Student Bar Association.
Molly Peckman, Esquire
Ms. Peckman is director of professional development at Dechert LLP. Ms. Peckman focuses her
work on initiatives regarding professional development, training, evaluations, and associate life,
and is a member of the firm's Associates and Diversity Committees. She also has experience in
commercial, personal injury, and employment litigation. Prior to her legal career, Ms. Peckman
worked in the field of public relations. Ms. Peckman earned her B.A., Cum laude, from Temple
University School of Communications and Theater and her J.D. from Temple University Beasley
School of Law. She has held a number of leadership positions with the Philadelphia Bar
Association. Ms. Peckman is also a member of the Professional Development Consortium, the
National Association for Law Placement (NALP), the American Bar Association, the Pennsylvania
Bar Association, the Brandeis Law Society, and the Justinian Society. Ms. Peckman maintains a
pro bono practice and is also involved in a number of organizations dedicated to community
service. She is a former board member of both the Homeless Advocacy Project and the Support
Center for Child Advocates, which recognized her with its Distinguished Child Advocate Award in
2007. Ms. Peckman also volunteers for the AIDS Law Project, Legal Line, Harvest for the
Homeless, and Champions for Caring. She was a monthly columnist for the Philadelphia Bar
Reporter in 2000 and is currently a regular columnist for The Legal Intelligencer, where she writes
on the topic of associate life.
Stephen G. Pollock, Esquire
Mr. Pollock serves as Of Counsel to the Business Department at Montgomery McCracken. With
over 35 years of experience, Mr. Pollock concentrates his practice in the areas of zoning and land
use, real estate transactions, real estate litigation, and municipal code enforcement. In 2003, Mr.
Pollock was one of the first to be appointed by Governor Edward G. Rendell as a member of the
newly revived Pennsylvania State Planning Board on which he still sits having been confirmed by
the Pennsylvania State Senate for a second term. He currently serves as chairman of the Lower
Moreland Township Zoning Hearing Board. Previously, he served for 18 years as a member of the
Lower Moreland Township Planning Commission, including as chair for the last 5 years. He is a
former chair of the Real Property Section of the Philadelphia Bar Association and currently serves
as co-chair of its Zoning and Land Use Committee. For 10 years Mr. Pollock was coeditor of the
"Blue Book" version of the Philadelphia Zoning Code. Prior to the advent of online and more recent
services, this document served as the only zoning code resource. Mr. Pollock is admitted to practice
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in Pennsylvania. Mr. Pollock received a J.D. degree from Temple University James E. Beasley
School of Law in 1975. He earned an A.B. degree from Muhlenberg College in 1972.
Sangeeta Prasad, Esquire
Ms. Prasad is the Managing Attorney for SeniorLAW Center in Philadelphia. In that role, she
supervises the legal staff and furthers the organization’s mission to improve the lives of older
Pennsylvanians through legal services, community outreach and professional training. A wide
variety of public interest experiences over 20 years led Ms. Prasad to her current position. She
began her career with a judicial clerkship for the Administrative Judge of the Circuit Court for
Baltimore City, followed by a fellowship at NOW Legal Defense and Education Fund. Ms. Prasad
subsequently developed her trial and appellate skills serving indigent clients as an Assistant
Defender at the Defender Association of Philadelphia and as an Appellate Defender at the Center
for Appellate Litigation in New York City. In 2000, Ms. Prasad moved to New Mexico and shifted
from criminal defense to civil practice and administrative law during her tenure at the state’s
Department of Human Services. She worked with recipients and providers of public benefits, first
as an Assistant General Counsel, then as an Administrative Law Judge and Bureau Chief of the
Administrative Hearings Bureau. Ms. Prasad left the Department in 2005 and started a grantgiving nonprofit to support childcare centers in the Santa Fe area; she operated the organization
for several years.
Upon her return to the Northeast, she reconnected with the Defender
Association to write and edit several publications and conduct trainings. Ms. Prasad was the
Principal Author and Project Director of The Pennsylvania Juvenile Defense Notebook, a
comprehensive practitioner’s guide for defending children accused of delinquent offenses,
published in 2011. She was also Principal Legal Editor of The Pennsylvania Juvenile Collateral
Consequences
Checklist,
published
in
2010.
Both
are
available
through
www.modelsforchange.net/publications and the Defender Association’s Juvenile Unit. At the PA
Juvenile Justice Conference in November 2011, Ms. Prasad was recognized with an award “for her
outstanding contribution to advancing legal education in the field of juvenile justice” by the
Juvenile Defenders Association of Pennsylvania. She will begin teaching Public Interest Law and
Entrepreneurship at Penn Law in the spring of 2013.
Douglas R. Praul, Esquire
Mr. Praul is the Court Administrator for Bucks County. He received his BA in Political Science
from Yale University and his J.D. from University of Southern California Law School, Los Angeles,
California. Mr. Praul began his legal career as a law clerk to the Honorable Edmund V. Ludwig in
Bucks County. He served as Assistant Court Administrator for 27 years before assuming the role
of Court Administrator in 2005. In addition to serving as an adjunct instructor at Penn State
University, Abington Campus and the Bucks County Community College, Mr. Praul was director
of the Bucks County Bar Association for six consecutive years and more recently appointed to the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court Criminal Rules Committee.
James A. Rocco, III, Esquire
Mr. Rocco is the founding member of Rocco Law Offices, L.L.C. in Philadelphia, where he handles
a variety of civil litigation cases, with an emphasis on personal injury and family law matters. An
experienced civil trial attorney, he has tried thousands of cases in both state and federal courts,
including obtaining over a million-dollar jury verdict in a personal injury case. Mr. Rocco is
currently a member of the Executive Committee of the Philadelphia Bar Association's Family Law
Section. Previously, he served as Chair, Vice-Chair, Treasurer and Secretary for the Family Law
Section. Mr. Rocco has been a featured speaker at numerous family law seminars, including NBI's
Top 10 Current Challenges in Family Law during April 2010, the Philadelphia County Domestic
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Relations Practice, 16th Edition seminar in Philadelphia during November 2009, at the 2009
Bench-Bar Conference in Atlantic City, You Can't Fire Me, I Quit seminar presented during March
2009, the 12th Annual Family Law Update during October 2008, NBI's Family Law: Helping Your
Clients Through Difficult Cases during November 2008; the Paternity Cases seminar presented in
Philadelphia, Mechanicsburg and Pittsburgh during the summer 2008; the Philadelphia County
Domestic Relations Practice, 15th Edition seminar in Philadelphia during October 2007, the
Primer on Family Law Seminar presented in December 2006, and the 2004 Bench-Bar Conference
in Atlantic City, N.J. Mr. Rocco is currently a member on Philadelphia V.I.P.'s Advisory Council, a
Master of the Nicholas J. Cipriani Inn of Court, and previously served as a member on the
Philadelphia Bar Association's 2009 Commission on Judicial Selection and Retention. A graduate
of The American University in Washington, D.C. and Widener University School of Law, he is
licensed to practice law in the state and federal courts throughout Pennsylvania and New Jersey.
Mary Catherine Roper, Esquire
Ms. Roper is a staff attorney at the American Civil Liberties Union of Pennsylvania’s Philadelphia
Office. She coordinates litigation on a broad range of civil liberties issues, including freedom of
speech, religious liberty, racial and ethnic justice, equality for lesbians and gay men, student
rights, privacy, prisoners’ rights and police misconduct. Prior to joining the ACLU, Ms. Roper was
a partner in the firm of Drinker Biddle and Reath, where she was well known for her commitment
to pro bono work. Ms. Roper is a graduate of Bryn Mawr College and the University of
Pennsylvania Law School. After law school, she clerked for the Honorable Anita B. Brody of the
United States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania and served a year with the
Disabilities Law Project as the first recipient of the Philadelphia Bar Foundation Public Interest
Fellowship.
Elvin P. Ross, III, Esquire
Mr. Ross is the founding member of the Legis Group LLC. Prior to establishing the Legis Group,
Mr. Ross was an associate in the Business and Finance practice group of Morgan, Lewis & Bockius
LLP and prior to that he served as a federal law clerk in the Southern District of Texas where he
advised the Court on various matters including the Enron litigation. Mr. Ross’ legal experience
also includes the completion of many merger and acquisition projects throughout the United
States, a variety of securities transactions including public and private offerings, the licensing of
technology across several industries and the provision of general corporate advice including pro
bono advice to entrepreneurs in matters of corporate organization and venture financing. Mr. Ross
received his law degree from Texas Southern University (2003), a Masters of Education degree
from Drexel University (2002) and a Bachelors degree from the School of Engineering and Applied
Science at the University of Pennsylvania (1994). Prior to becoming an attorney, Mr. Ross worked
for several years at PECO Energy (now Exelon) where he performed financial and technical
analysis for the completion of energy co-generation projects and then for two years as teacher with
the School District of Philadelphia where he taught high school math and history. Mr. Ross’ most
recent community contributions include service as Chairman of the Board of Directors for The
Enterprise Center and membership on the University of Pennsylvania’s Secondary Schools
Committee. Mr. Ross is a member and former local President of the National Society of Black
Engineers and he chairs the Philadelphia Bar Association’s Advancing Civics Education subcommittee for attorney training.
Gina Furia Rubel, Esquire
Ms. Rubel is the president and CEO of Furia Rubel Communications, Inc. (www.furiarubel.com).
A public relations expert, social media enthusiast, attorney, and author, Gina teaches lawyers and
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legal marketers nationwide how to use integrated communications tools to gain credibility, to get
recognized, to build and retain business, and to generate positive financial returns. Widely known
in the legal industry, Ms. Rubel has presented at national and regional conferences for the Legal
Marketing Association, National Association of Bar Executives, Association of Legal
Administrators, Pennsylvania Bar Association, Philadelphia Bar Association and others. She has
been named a Woman Lawyer of Distinction by The Legal Intelligencer, one of Pennsylvania’s Best
50 Women in Business, a Philadelphia Business Journal Woman of Distinction, and the 2010
Central Bucks Chamber of Commerce Patricia Clatch Award recipient. Through her agency, Ms.
Rubel and her team provide expert strategic planning, public relations, branding, marketing, crisis
communications, mergers and acquisitions, social media, websites and media relations programs
to a wide array of industries and companies internationally. The agency develops and executes
proactive communication plans that enhance their clients’ brands, develop business, boost their
reputations and increase their bottom lines. She has handled internationally publicized death
penalty appeals as a judicial law clerk for the Philadelphia Common Pleas Court and served on a
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania Disciplinary Board Hearing Committee for six years. After
practicing law, Ms. Rubel focused on proactive communications. As a client advocate and business
diplomat, she has handled PR and marketing for law firms, accounting firms, pharmaceutical
companies, manufacturers, non-profits, artist tours and museums, pension funds, educational
institutions, retail property management groups, entrepreneurs, and more. Ms. Rubel's work and
community service have also been acknowledged by her peers. Her company has received
Philadelphia Business Journal Top Corporate Givers Awards in 2008, 2009 and 2010. In 2009, Ms.
Rubel was honored by the National Italian-American Political Action Committee with a Special
Achievement Award in Legal Communications and Media. Gina also received the 2007 Deanne
White Award for Community Service from the Public Relations Society of America (PRSA)
Philadelphia Chapter. A nationally sought-after speaker and author, Ms. Rubel has published
Everyday Public Relations for Lawyers and a collaborative book, 6 Essentials for Success in
Business and Life. Ms. Rubel is the immediate past chancellor of The Justinian Society of ItalianAmerican Lawyers and Judges, past president of the Women's Business Forum of Bucks County
and a former member of the Board of Directors of the Drexel University Alumni Association. She
serves at the Bar-News Media Committee Chair for the Philadelphia Bar Association and on the
board of the Bucks County Women’s Fund. Ms. Rubel is a graduate of Drexel University and
Widener University School of Law.
James D. Schultz, Esquire
Mr. Schultz is the General Counsel to Governor Tom Corbett, overseeing nearly 500 lawyers at the
Office of General Counsel. In addition to providing legal advice to the Governor, Mr. Schultz is
responsible for providing legal counsel to the Governor’s Executive Staff and Cabinet Officials.
Prior to being appointed General Counsel, Mr. Schultz served as First Executive Deputy General
Counsel. In that role, Mr. Schultz was responsible for overseeing the operation and management
of the Office of General Counsel Executive Office and the Offices of Chief Counsel. An experienced
litigator, Mr. Schultz has spent the majority of his career to date handling complex litigation
matters throughout the United States in both state and federal courts, most recently as Of
Counsel with the Cozen O’Connor law firm in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He earned his
undergraduate degree from Temple University and was also a member of the Temple Owls football
team. He earned his law degree from the Widener University School of Law.
Laurence Z. Shiekman, Esquire
Mr. Shiekman is a senior partner with Pepper Hamilton LLP. He is an experienced complex,
commercial trial lawyer who has spent a substantial amount of time on antitrust, intellectual
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property, securities and general commercial matters. Mr. Shiekman has long been active in firm
leadership. He currently chairs Pepper’s Finance Committee and was co-chair of the firm’s
Litigation and Dispute Resolution Department for over three years. He also was a member of the
firm’s Executive Committee for six years and chair of the firm’s Commercial Litigation Practice
Group for more than five years. Mr. Shiekman has litigated and tried cases for a variety of
industries. Mr. Shiekman has spoken at the National CLE Conference on eDiscovery and Social
Media and class action litigation, both in the antitrust and ERISA areas. He also has participated
in several NITA-type programs teaching trial skills to fellow attorneys and served for four years as
an adjunct professor on the faculty of the University of Pennsylvania Law School, where he taught
trial advocacy. Mr. Shiekman is listed in The Best Lawyers in America (2006-2012) and Who’s Who
in American Law (2005-2010), is highly rated in Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for
Business (2005-2012), and was selected for inclusion on the 2012 Pennsylvania Super Lawyers list.
Mr. Shiekman joined Pepper in 1975 and became a partner in 1978. He joined the firm following a
two-year judicial clerkship with the Honorable A. Leon Higginbotham, Jr., and two years teaching
law school at Florida State University College of Law. He earned his undergraduate and law
degrees from the University of Pennsylvania, graduating cum laude.
Neil Sklaroff, Esquire
Mr. Sklaroff is a partner in the Real Estate Department of Ballard Spahr, LLP, and is resident in
its Philadelphia office. He is a member of its Construction, Eminent Domain, Real Estate
Development, Planned Communities and Condominiums, Zoning and Land Use, Higher Education
and Communications Groups. Mr. Sklaroff represents the developers of many of the region’s highrise residential condominium projects, museums, hospitals, universities, science centers,
telecommunications providers and retailers. He serves as solicitor for the Zoning Hearing Board of
Cheltenham Township and the Borough of Jenkintown. He has been recognized as a leading
zoning and land use attorney in the 2007-2011 editions of Chambers USA: America’s Leading
Business Attorneys. Mr. Sklaroff advised on land use and condominium matters for 10
Rittenhouse Square, named by the Philadelphia Business Journal as one of 2010’s Best Real
Estate Deals in the category of “Best Residential Project/Urban.” Best Lawyers® honored him as
the Philadelphia Land Use and Zoning Lawyer of the Year for 2012. Reported recent land use
cases of note include Turchi v. Philadelphia Board of License and Inspection Review, 20 A.3 586
(Pa. Cmwlth. 2011) and Berger and Montague P.C. v. Board of License and Inspection Review, 898
A.2d 1(Pa. Cmwlth. 2006). Mr. Sklaroff received his B.A. degree from Emory University and his
J.D. from Temple University School of Law. He is admitted to the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania, the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania and the
United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit.
Marc J. Sonnenfeld, Esquire
Mr. Sonnenfeld is a partner in the Philadelphia office of the law firm of Morgan, Lewis & Bockius
LLP, where he heads the Securities Litigation Practice. He is a fellow of the American College of
Trial Lawyers (a prestigious organization limited to the top 1% of lawyers nationally) and has been
named one of Philadelphia’s top business litigators in The Best Lawyers in America since 1995.
Most recently, The Best Lawyers named Mr. Sonnenfeld Philadelphia Litigation-Securities Lawyer
of the Year for 2013. He also is included in the Chambers USA: America’s Leading Business
Lawyers directory and was selected by Philadelphia magazine as one of the 100 Pennsylvania
Super Lawyers. Mr. Sonnenfeld’s practice focuses on defending securities and shareholder
litigation and related regulatory and enforcement proceeding, as well as counseling directors and
officers on corporate governance issues. He has successfully defended shareholder class and
derivative actions against public and private corporations, controlling shareholders, directors and
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officers, and underwriters arising under federal and state law. Mr. Sonnenfeld was on the faculty
for the Practising Law Institute’s annual securities litigation seminar in New York from 2001 to
2004. He has served as chair of the Philadelphia Bar Association’s board of governors and co-chair
of its Business Court Task Force, which developed the Commerce Case Program of the
Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas. Mr. Sonnenfeld is a 1968 graduate of Swarthmore College
and a 1971 graduate of Harvard Law School. In 1972, he served as law clerk to Judge Joseph S.
Lord, III, then Chief Judge of the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Sonnenfeld has served on the board of managers of Swarthmore College, where he has chaired the
Audit Committee, and on the national board of trustees of the American Inns of Court Foundation.
Denise C. Spadaccini, Esquire
Ms. Spadaccini is a practicing attorney in the Philadelphia District Attorney's Office.
Zack Stalberg
Mr. Stalberg was named President and Chief Executive Officer of the Committee of Seventy in
February, 2005. He broadened its mission, brought new life to the organization and is using it to
make Philadelphia’s political culture more open, honest, competent and competitive. He is
intimately familiar with the worlds of government, politics, business and the news media. Mr.
Stalberg is a native Philadelphian who spent the first 35 years of his career in journalism. He took
a single day off and then assumed command of the Committee of Seventy, which is often – though
simplistically – described as a government watchdog.
Joseph A. Sullivan, Esquire
Mr. Sullivan, an experienced litigator and pro bono attorney, is Special Counsel and Director of
Pro Bono Programs at Pepper Hamilton LLP, Philadelphia. He manages the firm-wide pro bono
programs. Mr. Sullivan supervises and coordinates all aspects of the delivery of pro bono legal
services, including the internal reach and effectiveness of the programs, as well as outreach to bar
associations, public interest law firms, business entities and community organizations. He also
actively participates in pro bono engagements. Mr. Sullivan serves on the boards of the
Pennsylvania Innocence Project, Community Legal Services, the Homeless Advocacy Project (ex
officio and as past president) and Inn Dwelling (a community development organization for which
he is board chairman), and is active in a number of other organizations, including the Philadelphia
Volunteers for the Indigent Program. Mr. Sullivan is co-chair of the Philadelphia Bar Association’s
Delivery of Legal Services Committee and the Civil Gideon Task Force. He is a recipient of the
Philadelphia Bar Association’s Wachovia Fidelity Award, which is presented annually to an
individual who has made significant contributions to improving the administration of justice
through voluntary activities rather than services rendered as a paid professional. Mr. Sullivan also
is a recipient of the Pennsylvania Bar Association’s Louis J. Goffman Award (the highest honor for
pro bono service) and its Pro Bono Award for Philadelphia County. He is a board member of
Friends of Farmworkers (statewide non-profit law center that represents farm workers and other
seasonal workers.) Mr. Sullivan is admitted to practice in Pennsylvania. He received his B.A. from
Columbia University and his J.D. from Columbia Law School.
Sean R. Sullivan, Esquire
Mr. Sullivan is an appellate and trial lawyer at Curtin & Heefner, LLP, practicing primarily in the
area of business and commercial litigation. He received his B.A., with High Honors, from Lehigh
University and his J.D., magna cum laude from the University of Pittsburgh School of Law. He
currently serves as a member of the Board of Governors of the Philadelphia Bar Association and is
the co-chair of the Association’s Appellate Courts Committee. In addition, he is the Vice-Chair of
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the Civil Litigation Section of the Pennsylvania Bar Association, the Vice President of the Brehon
Law Society, and serves as President of the Board of Directors of Center City Opera Theater, in
Philadelphia. Before entering private practice, Mr. Sullivan served as a law clerk to Judge Justin
M. Johnson, of the Pennsylvania Superior Court. He frequently speaks and writes on appellate
practice and litigation matters, including electronic discovery.
Julia Swain, Esquire
Ms. Swain is a Partner in the law firm of Fox Rothschild, LLP in Philadelphia. She concentrates
her practice in the areas of family law, including: divorce, custody, support, equitable distribution
and abuse. Ms. Swain litigates family law cases in the five-county Philadelphia region, including
appellate courts and negotiates settlements and prenuptial agreements. She served as vice-chair
and chair of the Philadelphia Bar Association Family Law Section. Ms. Swain is a member of its
Executive Committee and section CLE Coordinator. She is a frequent writer and speaker on family
law issues and in 2009 was elected to the Editorial Board of the Philadelphia Bar Reporter. She
has also been appointed to serve on the Family Law Working Group of the Philadelphia Bar
Association’s Civil Gideon Task Force. Ms. Swain’s articles have been published in the
Philadelphia Bar Reporter, The Legal Intelligencer and The Pennsylvania Family Lawyer. She has
served as an instructor of Family Law for the Pennsylvania Bar Institute, Half Moon Production,
Gratz College and The People’s Law School. Ms. Swain was a speaker at the Federal Court
Immigration Ceremony and was the featured speaker on the cable program “Philadelphia Legal
View.” She is the Recipient of the "Pro Bono Roll of Honor" Award from the First Judicial District
of Pennsylvania, recognizing her pro bono work as exemplary (2009); recipient of the White Hat
Award from the Legal Clinic for the Disabled (LCD) for her outstanding volunteer work (2009);
selected as a 2008 "Lawyer on the Fast Track" by The Legal Intelligencer and Pennsylvania Law
Weekly. Ms. Swain is one of only 35 Pennsylvania attorneys under the age of 40 selected as a
future leader of the Commonwealth's legal community and for having made a significant
commitment to the community-at-large. She was has also been selected as a "Pennsylvania Rising
Star" by Philadelphia Magazine and Law & Politics Magazine (2006 - 2008).
Robert T. Szostak, Esquire
Mr. Szostak is a member of Rubin, Glickman, Steinberg and Gifford (rts@rgsglaw.com and
www.rgsglaw.com). He concentrates his practice in the area of Civil Litigation. For 25 years, he
has represented victims of catastrophic injury and death. Mr. Szostak handles medical negligence,
product liability, insurance bad faith, fraud, defamation, and other major personal injury cases
involving motor vehicles, amusement parks, construction accidents and premises liability. Mr.
Szostak has been trial or co-trial counsel in more than thirty-five jury trials, with many million
dollar resolutions. He has also handled numerous appellate matters in Pennsylvania and New
Jersey. Mr. Szostak received his B.A. from Brown University in 1976, and his law degree from the
Widener University School of Law in 1982, where he wrote for the law review. He was law clerk to
Pennsylvania Superior Court President Judge Emeritus Stephen J. McEwen, Jr. Mr. Szostak is
admitted to practice in Pennsylvania and New Jersey and in the District Courts for the Eastern
District of Pennsylvania and the District of New Jersey, and he is also admitted to practice before
the United States Supreme Court. He often serves as faculty for the Pennsylvania Bar Institute
and trial attorney associations in his practice areas with emphasis on issues related to complex
catastrophic injury and medical malpractice litigation. Mr. Szostak is an active member of the
Philadelphia Bar Association where he is Co-Chair of the State Civil Litigation Section, and was a
Section Executive Officer and Chairman of the Rules and Procedure Committee and the MedicalLegal Committee for several years. He also serves the Montgomery County Bar Association.
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Dawn M. Tancredi, Esquire
Ms. Tancredi is a shareholder at Mattioni, Ltd. where her practice focuses on zoning and land use,
and real estate and business matters. She is Co-Chair of the Zoning, Land Use and Code
Enforcement Committee of the Philadelphia Bar Association Real Property Section, and was
involved in reviewing drafts of the code and making recommendations on changes that were finally
passed by City Council on December 15, 2011. Ms. Tancredi is also accredited by the U.S. Green
Building Council as a Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design Green Associate, or LEED
GA@, which certifies her as having knowledge about Green Building requirements and practices,
some of which have been incorporated in the new code. She is also a member of the Queen Village
Neighbors Association Zoning Committee. Ms. Tancredi graduated from St. Joseph’s University
and the Temple University Beasley School of Law, where she was Note/Comment Editor of The
Temple Political and Civil Rights Law Review. She has lectured on zoning and land use law, and
has written articles about various real estate issues that have been published.
Michael Taub, Esquire
Mr. Taub is a staff attorney and director of the Veterans’ Project at the Homeless Advocacy Project
(HAP). He represents veterans on a wide range of civil legal matters, but his focus is on
representing homeless veterans on their claims/appeals for VA benefits. For his work, Mr. Taub
has been recognized by the Philadelphia Inquirer, Readers Digest, and local news organizations.
He teaches CLEs to private bar attorneys interested in representing veterans on VA benefit
claims, and has trained lawyers in Boston, New York City, Newark, Baltimore, Raleigh, and
Atlanta. Mr. Taub also actively supervises pro bono attorneys handling VA benefits cases in
Philadelphia. He graduated from Northwestern University with Honors and Villanova Law
School, magna cum laude.
Sherry S. Thomas, Esquire
Ms. Thomas began work with Legal Clinic for the Disabled (LCD) as a Conwell Legal Fellow in
January 2011. Before coming to LCD, Sherry worked with the Greater Philadelphia Coalition
Against Hunger and Women’s Law Project as a member of Temple Beasley School of Law’s Public
Interest Honor Society. As a staff attorney, Ms. Thomas handles a wide range of issues, including
assisting clients with planning documents, obtaining guardianships and various domestic relations
matters. She serves as a board member of the South Asian Bar Association in Philadelphia and a
liaison to the Young Lawyers Division of the Philadelphia Bar Association. Ms. Thomas completed
her undergraduate degree in International Relations at the University of Pennsylvania.
David K. Trevaskis, Esquire
Mr. Trevaskis is an attorney and former third grade teacher with a Master’s Degree in Education.
He is the Pro Bono Coordinator for Legal Services for the Pennsylvania Bar Association (PBA),
responsible for assisting local bar associations, legal services programs, military and veteran
organizations and other groups to offer pro bono legal services across the Commonwealth. Mr.
Trevaskis coordinates the PBA’s pro bono placement efforts, which includes an active Legal
Assistance for Military Personnel program, using the PALawHelp.org and PAprobono.net
technologies to expand the resources for the neediest among us. He runs the PBA’s Pro Bono
Office
and
the
wide
range
of
that
work
is
viewable
at
http://www.pabar.org/public/probono/probonohome.asp. Mr. Trevaskis is a frequent presenter across
Pennsylvania on civil legal aid, military and veterans’ legal matters and pro bono issues. Mr.
Trevaskis is also recognized as a national expert in public education about the law. He is the
recipient of the 1996 Philadelphia Bar Association's Leon J. Obermayer Education Award, a 2000
President's Award from the Pennsylvania Bar Association for the Project PEACE anti-violence

xxxvi

program he developed and still coordinates, the Philadelphia Bar Association’s Young Lawyer
Division’s 2002 F. Sean Peretta Service Award, and a 2004 Chester County Bar Association
President’s Award. In 2006, Mr. Trevaskis was the second recipient of the Compass Award, which
was first given to United States Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor. During that same
year, he received the President's Citation from the Indiana Bar Association and the LEAP-Kids
Lifetime Achievement and Mentor Award. In 2007, Mr. Trevaskis received the President's Award
from the Delaware County Bar. He was one of ten inaugural Gavel Award winners from
Community College of Philadelphia in 2009. He earned Pro Bono Supervisor of the Year
recognition from the University of Pennsylvania Law School in 2010, 2011 and 2012 for his work
with the Black Law Student Association’s Project PEACE outreach and he was honored by
Community College of Philadelphia in 2011 and 2012 for his work with Wills for Heroes.
Stella Tsai, Esquire
Ms. Tsai is a business litigation partner at the Philadelphia office of Archer & Greiner, P.C. with a
practice concentrating in ethics and compliance and government affairs. Ms. Tsai served as Chair
of Civic Engagement of the Philadelphia's Zoning Code Commission, which was formed to help
reshape the City's ability to facilitate sustainable growth. Ms. Tsai is a member of the Firm’s
International Practice Group and focuses her practice on, among other things, emerging
opportunities for Chinese inbound and outbound investment. Ms. Tsai re-entered private practice
after serving as Chair of Administrative Law at the City of Philadelphia Law Department from
2000-2003. At the City, Ms. Tsai managed 45 attorneys who represent and counsel the
Department of Human Services, the Department of Public Health, the County Office of Mental
Health and Mental Retardation and the Office of Emergency Shelter Services in various court and
administrative proceedings and transactions. She also acted as the Law Department’s liaison to
the City’s Social Service agencies. She is the immediate past President of the Asian Pacific Bar
Association of Pennsylvania, a Board member of the Family Planning Council, and the Chair of
the Philadelphia Bar Association’s Diversity in the Profession Committee. Ms. Tsai is admitted to
practice in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and the Supreme Court of the United States.
David D. Wasson, III
Mr. Wasson has served as the Chief Deputy Court Administrator of the First Judicial District of
Pennsylvania since January 7, 2008. Prior to his appoint as Chief Deputy Court Administrator, he
served as Deputy Court Administrator of the Trial Division—Criminal of the Court of Common
Pleas. Prior to his appointment as Deputy Court Administrator, Mr. Wasson served eight years in
the Philadelphia District Attorney’s Office. Additionally, his background includes the private
practice of law and management positions in the private business sector. He served as a Major in
the Judge Advocate General Corps of the U.S. Army Reserves with varying supervisory and
administrative responsibilities. Mr. Wasson is a graduate of Central High School, Temple
University undergraduate and Law Schools and Eastern University’s MBA program.
Eric H. Weitz, Esquire
Mr. Weitz, a trial attorney with Messa & Associates PC, admitted to practice in Pennsylvania and
New Jersey, concentrates his practice upon representing individuals in a wide variety of complex
trial matters, including those who have suffered traumatic brain injuries and other catastrophic
injuries arising out of medical negligence, automobile and trucking accidents, construction
accidents, civil rights violations and defective premises. Mr. Weitz’s practice also focuses on
representing individuals and companies in commercial disputes such as insurance bad faith
claims, commercial disputes and representing healthcare providers in various managed care
disputes with insurance carriers. He has litigated hundreds of cases on behalf of individuals and
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healthcare providers against insurance companies. These disputes range from improper claims
denials, unjustified medical decision making by insurance companies, medical necessity disputes
and complex coverage disputes. Mr. Weitz has successfully litigated dozens of personal injury cases
for his clients, including a $28.75 million verdict for a foster child that was rendered a paraplegic
in a motor vehicle accident and an $8.6 million verdict for the family of a child who suffered severe
brain damage because her delivery was inexplicably delayed. Mr. Weitz is an active member in
many national and local organizations. As a member of the American Association for Justice, Mr.
Weitz served as the Coordinator and Co-Host of the regional 1998 National Mock Trial
Competition. He serves on the Pennsylvania Association for Justice Board of Governors. Mr.
Weitz is also an active member of the American Trial Lawyers Association – New Jersey and
Philadelphia Trial Lawyers Association, where he serves as a board member. Throughout his
membership in the Philadelphia Bar Association, Mr. Weitz chaired the Compulsory Arbitration
Committee and was elected to the Young Lawyers Division Executive Committee where he served
as Secretary. Other legal association activities include his being an invited participant in the
Temple American Inn of Court and membership in the Philadelphia Lawyer’s Club. He is a Fellow
of the Academy of Advocacy. For five consecutive years, Mr. Weitz has been named a Pennsylvania
Super Lawyer by Law & Politics magazine and Philadelphia Magazine, including Top 100
Pennsylvania and Top 100 Philadelphia for 2011. He received his undergraduate degree from the
S. I. Newhouse School of Public Communications at Syracuse University where he was awarded a
Bachelor of Science, cum laude, in Television, Radio and Film Management. Mr. Weitz was the
recipient of the Robert Costas Scholarship for Excellence in Broadcast Writing. He received his
J.D., cum laude, from the Villanova University School of Law. As a finalist in the Theodore L.
Reimel Moot Court Competition, Mr. Weitz was appointed as a school representative to the
National Moot Court Competition and named a Moot Court Board Member.
Kathleen D. Wilkinson, Esquire
Ms. Wilkinson is a Partner in the Philadelphia office of Wilson, Elser, Moskowitz, Edelman &
Dicker LLP. With the firm since 1984, she has served on both the Equity Partner and Associate
Focus Committees. Ms. Wilkinson handles complex cases such as products, insurance,
construction, premises, brokers, professionals, and professional liability. Ms. Wilkinson is
Chancellor-Elect of the Philadelphia Bar Association, past Secretary of the Philadelphia Bar
Association, past Assistant Secretary of the Association, past co-chair of the State Civil Litigation
Section, past co-chair of the Ruth Bader Ginsburg Essay Competition, past co-chair of the Rules
Committee, and past co-chair of the Women in the Profession Committee. She was elected to the
Board of Governors and served on the Board from 2001-03. Ms. Wilkinson was given the Anne X.
Alpern award by the Pennsylvania Bar Association Women in the Profession Committee in June
2008. This award is presented to a woman attorney who has had a significant professional impact
in Pennsylvania, has demonstrated leadership in her profession and community, who has
participated in mentoring activities, and who has engaged in significant activities on behalf of
women in the profession. Ms. Wilkinson was also named as a 2007-2008 Woman of the Year by
the Legal Intelligencer and Pennsylvania Law Weekly for her leadership as a woman attorney in
the Pennsylvania legal community. Ms. Wilkinson was appointed by the Governor to serve on the
Interbranch Commission on Gender, Racial and Ethnic Fairness and is in her second term. She
was appointed by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court to the Rules of Evidence Committee. Ms.
Wilkinson was President of the Villanova Law School Inn of Court, from 2004-06. Ms. Wilkinson is
a member of the Pennsylvania Bar Association House of Delegates, past co-chair of the PBA
Commission on Women in the Profession, past member of the PBA Executive Council of the Civil
Litigation Section, and past co-chair of the PBA Mid-Year meeting in 2007. She received a
leadership award from the PBA in 2006. She is a graduate of Kean University, where she received
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her B. A. summa cum laude, in Political Science and Secondary Education, and Villanova
University School of Law, where she was a member of the Law Review. In 2009, she was named a
Kean University Woman of Distinction and in 2010 she was named Alumni of the Year by Kean
University. Ms. Wilkinson is a frequent speaker and has conducted many CLE programs
including in areas of civil litigation
Troy H. Wilson, Esquire
Mr. Wilson is a founding partner at the Philadelphia law firm of Wilson & Wilson. Mr. Wilson
heads his firm’s litigation department. He has been a juvenile and adult criminal defense attorney
and a civil rights attorney for well over 22 years. Additionally, Mr. Wilson has an active civil
practice that includes representing plaintiffs who have been injured in automobile accident cases,
slip and fall and child custody and support cases. Mr. Wilson currently serves as Chair of the
Philadelphia Bar Association’s Municipal Courts Committee. He is a past chair of the Philadelphia
Bar Association’s Criminal Justice Section and currently serves on its Executive Board. Mr.
Wilson is also a member of the Pennsylvania Trial Lawyers Association and is a founder, and past
president of the Concerned Black Lawyer’s Association, which provided pro bono legal advice to
the Philadelphia Community for over eight years. Mr. Wilson has been course planner and lecturer
for several Pennsylvania Continuing Legal Education courses, including, but not limited to classes
on Juvenile Law, Litigation of Narcotics cases, the Practice of Criminal Law in Philadelphia
County and the Civil Consequences of Criminal cases. He served as an adjunct professor of law at
the Widener University School of Law where he taught classes on Pre-trial Civil Methods. Mr.
Wilson serves a guest lecturer for the Widener University School of Law Intensive Trial Advocacy
Program. Mr. Wilson and his law partner/wife Sharon Wilson, Esquire, wrote a newspaper advice
column entitled, “The Law and You,” for the Philadelphia Tribune. Mr. Wilson graduated from
Brown University with a B.A. Honors degree in Urban Studies and received his J.D. from Temple
University School of Law.
Sara Woods, Esquire
Ms. Woods is privileged to serve as the Executive Director of Philadelphia VIP. Philadelphia VIP
recruits, trains and supports volunteer attorneys who assist low-income clients with critical legal
needs, as well as nonprofit organizations and small business through our Law Works Project.
Before joining VIP in 2007, she served as the Director of Public Service Careers & Pro Bono
Programs at Villanova University School of Law for five years, where she provided career
counseling and managed the pro bono programs, including the award winning Lawyering Together
program. Prior to her tenure at Villanova, Ms. Woods worked as a staff attorney at Women
Against Abuse Legal Center and the Domestic Abuse Project of Delaware County, representing
victims of domestic violence in family law matters. She received a B.A. with honors from the
Pennsylvania State University, a J.D. cum laude from Villanova University School of Law, and a
Master of Public Administration from Villanova University. After graduating from Penn State, Ms.
Woods worked as a counselor and advocate at Delaware County Women Against Rape. She is an
adjunct Professor at Villanova University School of Law, where she teaches a Public Interest
Lawyering course. Ms. Woods is a former Women's Way board member, where she continues to
serve on the Lucretia Mott Society Committee. She is the Past President of the Lion's Paw Alumni
Association Board of Directors and a member of the Advisory Board of the Crime Victims Law
Project.
Kay K. Yu, Esquire
Ms. Yu is the first Asian American to serve as Chairperson of the Philadelphia Commission on
Human Relations. She was appointed to serve as a Commissioner by Mayor Michael A. Nutter in
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July 2008 and then named as the Chairperson in March 2009. The Commission reached two major
milestones in March 2011. First, the Commission released its report, “Widening the Circle of Our
Concern: Public Perceptions of the School District of Philadelphia’s Response to Intergroup
Conflicts.” Second, landmark legislation was passed completely overhauling and expanding the
protections of and remedies under the Fair Practices Ordinance, the civil rights law of
Philadelphia enforced by the Commission. In 2012, the Commission was designated as the agency
to enforce the requirements of Ban the Box, the City’s law that limits employers’ ability to inquire
into the criminal records of potential employees. Born in Seoul, Korea, Ms. Yu moved to the States
when she was a small child and grew up in Seattle. A graduate of Columbia College and the
Georgetown University Law Center, she began practicing law in Connecticut in 1993. In 1999, Ms.
Yu moved to Philadelphia. While in private practice until August 2010, she focused on ERISA and
employment litigation. The Legal Intelligencer named her one of Pennsylvania’s Diversity
Attorneys of the Year in 2009 and a Woman of Distinction in 2010. In 2008, Ms. Yu was President
of the Asian Pacific American Bar Association of Pennsylvania. Currently, she serves on the
Board of Governors of the Philadelphia Bar Association.
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